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Coerced Kinship: The Pomegranate Flower Plan and the Forced Assimilation of Uyghur Children
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2Uyghur Tribunal, Summary Judgment as delivered at Church House Westminster, December 9,2021,
https://uyghurtribunal.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Uyghur-Tribunal-Summary- Judgment-9th-Dec-21.pdf.
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3 Kang Haoyan, "/ M- H 36 %47 1™ [36 pairs of 'pomegranate flowers' have bloomed
in a small village in southern Xinjiang], Xinjiang Daily, September 24, 2021, http://news.ts.cn/
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system/2021/09/24/036701428.shtml (archived at https://archive.ph/vzonB). Uyghur language translation
by Xinjiang Daily available here: http://uy.ts.cn/system/2021/09/24/036702125.shtml (archived at
https://archive.ph/dRUEU).

4 "Xitay «anar guli pilani» ni yolgha goyup, Uyghur godeklirini Xitay olkiliridikiler bilen
«tughganlishish» ga mejburlighan” [China launches the “pomegranate flower plan," forces Uyghur
children to "become family" with people in the Chinese provinces], Radio Free Asia, October 14, 2021,
https://www.rfa.org/uyghur/xewerler/anar-guli-pilani-10142021194705.html.

5 "Chinese government targets Uyghur children with ‘pomegranate flower' policy," Radio Free Asia,
October 21, 2021, https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/pomegranate-flower-program-
10212021092622.html.

6 "N VRS A R 45 55 [In every corner, stories of ethnic unity], 5 /5 —/2 € [WeChat],
October 6, 2021, archived at https://archive.ph/DkVDU#selection-41.64-44.0.

7R EE/ M IT H 36 X4 NN, Tianshan [WeChat], September 24, 2021, https://archive.ph/
JwWop.
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8 A November 2, 2021, article posted to the WeChat account of a Wuhan University organizationclaims
that a group of students visiting Ili Prefecture learned about the Pomegranate Flower Program put into
place there. However, the numbers and other details they cite are lifted straight from the numbers
referenced in state media reporting about the PFP in Ayagh Chigetugh village. See
https://archive.ph/S8j9l.

9 For example, see Zhao Yusha, "Xinjiang relocates 460k residents," Global Times, July 7, 2018,
archived at: https://www.pressreader.com/china/global-times-weekend/20180707/2815007520 07219.
We suspect that the "relocation” of these residents via "poverty alleviation™ schemes was cover for rights
abuses by the party-state. See also: Adrian Zenz, "Beyond the Camps: Beijing's Long-Term Scheme of
Coercive Labor, Poverty Alleviation and Social Control in Xinjiang," Journal of Political Risk vol. 7 no.
12, December 10, 2019, https://www.jpolrisk.com/beyond-the- camps-beijings-long-term-scheme-of-
coercive-labor-poverty-alleviation-and-social-control-in- xinjiang/.
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o [3efkiEiE] SMG ki SR @ Ak @ —. PUJE [(Civilizing Xinjiang) SMG "Civilizing
Xinjiang" Volunteer Weekly Report, Weeks Three and Four], SMG EJfi [WeChat account],October
11, 2021, archived at https://archive.ph/ZrO94#selection-49.25-99.1
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1 Kang, "R R/ M T H 36 XA L

2% M —FE JafE— ——FrERA LT A B —4F" [Holding each other tightlylike

pomegranate seeds—this year in the eyes of cadres and people of all ethnic groups in Xinjiang], UFWD
Magazine [WeChat account], September 29, 2021, archived at https://arc hive.ph/MdiQ1#selection-

45.64-48.0.
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13"Central government pledges better governance in Xinjiang," Xinhua, May 30, 2014,
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2014-05/30/content_17552753.htm.

14 James Leibold, "Xinjiang Work Forum Marks New Policy of 'Ethnic Mingling," Jamestown, China
Brief 14 (12), June 19, 2014, https://jamestown.org/program/xinjiang-work-forum-marks- new-policy-of-
ethnic-mingling/. The concept of "ethnic mingling" or “ethnic consolidation" has long been a goal of the
party-state, as reflected in the influential work of scholars and policy makers such as Ma Rong. A full
examination of this concept is beyond the scope of the current briefing.

15 An Baijie, "'Cherish ethnic unity,' president tells Xinjiang," China Daily, March 11, 2017,
https://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2017twosession/2017-03/11/content_28515253.htm.

16 Xi Jinping, "Secure a Decisive Victory in Building a Moderately Prosperous Society in All Respects
and Strive for the Great Success of Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a NewEra," Speech before
19th National Congress, October 2017, available in English translation at International Department,
Central Committee of CPC website, https://www.idcpc.org.cn

[english/cpcbrief/19thParty/index.html.

17" Address at the 41t Session of the Human Rights Council,” Aierken Tuniyaz (Erkin Tuniyaz),
Member of the Standing Committee of CPC Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Regional Committeeand
Vice Governor of Xinjiang People's Government, delivered in Gene on June 25, 2019, available at
https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/supporting_resources/aierken_tuniya zi_hrc41.pdf. See also
Sophie Richardson, "Pomegranate Propaganda,” Human Rights Watch, June 26, 2019,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2019/06/26/pomegranate-propaganda-chinese- government-officials-un-
speech. Mr. Erkin's name has been rendered multiple ways in English-language press, including Erken
Tuniyaz, Aierken Tuniyaz, Alken Tuniaz.
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18 Darren Byler, "China's Government Has Ordered a Million Citizens to Occupy Uighur Homes.Here's What
They Think They're Doing," ChinaFile, October 24, 2018, https://www.chinafile. com/reporting-
opinion/postcard/million-citizens-occupy-uighur-homes-xinjiang.
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19 Fanghuiju (V5 #%%) is a shortened form of "1 EiF%. AEE, JEL", which literally translatesas
"Visit the People, Benefit the People, and Bring Together the Hearts of the People." For more on the
program, including primary-source handbooks in Chinese, see "*Hundred Questions and Hundred
Examples': Cadre Handbooks in the Fanghuiju Campaign,” Xinjiang Documentation Project [University
of British Columbia], no date, last accessed January 10, 2022, https://xinjiang.sppga.ubc.ca/chinese-
sources/cadre-materials/cadre-handbooks/.

20 XX AT JT R DU R = @l 5 T/E T/ [Launching the "Four Togethers" "Three Sends"
Initiative Work Unit XX Handbook], (2018): 3, hosted at https://livingotherwise.com/wp-
content/uploads/2018/10/%E2%80%9C%E5%9B%9B%E5%90%8C%E2%80%9D%E4%B8%89%E9
%80%81%E6%B4%BB%ES5%8A%A8%E6%89%8B%E5%86%8C.pdf. The "four togethers™ of the
initiative are eating together, living together, laboring together, and studying together. The “three sends"
(i.e., what cadres will give to Uyghur families) are warmth, law, and policy. See also Darren Byler,
"China's Government Has Ordered a Million Citizens to Occupy Uighur Homes."

21 For one example, see "Male Chinese 'Relatives' Assigned to Uyghur Homes Co-sleep With
Female 'Hosts'," Radio Free Asia, October 31, 2019, https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur
[cosleeping-10312019160528.html.
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22 For example, see Rustem Shir, “Resisting Chinese Linguistic Imperialism: Abduweli Ayup and the
Movement for Uyghur Mother Tongue-Based Education," Uyghur Human Rights Project, May 16, 2019,
https://uhrp.org/report/resisting-chinese-linguistic-imperialism-abduweli-ayup-and-movement- uyghur-
mother/.

2 Diaspora Uyghurs often refer to these institutions as “children’'s camps,"” owing to the way the
institutions make Uyghur children as unfree as their detained adult relatives.

24Emily Feng, "Uighur children fall victim to China anti-terror drive," Financial Times, July 9,2018,
https://www.ft.com/content/f0d3223a-7f4d-11e8-bc55-50dafl1b720d.

2 "Boarding Preschools For Uyghur Children ‘Clearly a Step Towards a Policy of Assimilation': Expert,"”
Radio Free Asia, May 6, 2020, https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/preschools-
05062020125428.html.

26 Adrian Zenz, "Break Their Roots: Evidence for China's Parent-Child Separation Campaign in Xinjiang,"
Journal of Political Risk vol. 7 no. 7, July 4, 2019, https://www.jpolrisk.com/break-their-roots-evidence-
for-chinas-parent-child-separation-campaign-in-xinjiang/.
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27 Adrian Zenz, "Parent-Child Separation in Yarkand County, Kashgar," Medium (blog),
October 13, 2020, https://adrianzenz.medium.com/story-45d07b25bcad.

28 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, adopted by UN General Assembly
resolution 2200A (XXI) of December 16, 1966, entry into force March 23, 1976,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/ccpr.aspx.

29 Convention on the Rights of the Child, adopted by General Assembly resolution 44/25 of
November 20, 1989, entry into force September 2, 1990, https://www.ohchr.org/en/professional
interest/pages/crc.aspx.

30 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, adopted by General
Assembly resolution 2200A (XXI) of December 16, 1966, entry into force January 3, 1976,
https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinterest/pages/cescr.aspx.
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