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I. Executive Summary 
The Chinese Party-stateȂsȱ humanȱ rightsȱ atrocityȱ crimesȱ inȱ theȱ
Uyghur region have caused a secondary humanitarian crisis among 
UyghurȱdiasporaȱcommunitiesȱworldwideǯȱSinceȱ201ŝǰȱChinaȂsȱmassȱ
incarceration of Turkic peoples in the Uyghur region has affected 
Uyghurs, Kazakhs, and Kyrgyz worldwide, leaving many destitute 
and traumatized as their family members, including the primary 
providers, are interred in concentration camps. The Chinese state 
actively interferes with the ability of Uyghur exiles to meet their 
basic humanitarian needs, often with the help of foreign 
governments, subjecting them to harassment, intimidation, 
surveillance, enforced statelessness, family separation, and 
community and cultural trauma. 

While many governments are guilty of transnational rights 
violations, including advanced democracies,1 China has harassed 
and pursued dissidents overseas on an unprecedented scale ȯ 
particularly among Uyghur communities. Collectively, the Chinese 
governmentȂsȱstrategiesȱhaveȱcreatedȱtraumaǰȱeconomicȱdislocationǰȱ
and familial separation wherever deployed. The Uyghur Human 
Rights Project (UHRP) and its partner, the Oxus Society for Central 
Asian Affairs, have documented this extraterritorial pursuit of 
Uyghurs and other Turkic peoples around the world in a series of 
five reports shedding light on the scope of this campaign since 2017.2  

 
1 ColleenȱBarryǰȱȃEx-CIAȱAgentȱConvictedȱinȱKidnapȱSkipsȱItalianȱJusticeǰȄȱAPȱNewsǰȱOctoberȱ
29, 2019, https://apnews.com/article/b22a5ec9711645c291404073e7113524. 
2 See https://uhrp.org/transnational-repression andȱȃRepressionȱAcrossȱBordersǱȱTheȱCCPȂsȱ
IllegalȱHarassmentȱandȱCoercionȱofȱUyghurȱAmericansǰȄȱUyghurȱHumanȱRightsȱProjectȱ
(UHRP), August 28, 2019, https://uhrp.org/report/repression-across-borders-the-ccps-illegal-
harassment-and-coercion-of-uyghur-americans/; Bradley Jardine, Edward Lemon, and Natalie 
HallǰȱȃNoȱSpaceȱLeftȱtoȱRunǱȱChinaȂsȱTransnationalȱRepressionȱofȱUyghursǰȄȱUHRPȱandȱOxusȱ
Society for Central Asian Affairs, June 24, 2021, https://uhrp.org/report/no-space-left-to-run-
chinas-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/; BradleyȱJardineȱandȱRobertȱEvansǰȱȃȁNetsȱCastȱ
fromȱtheȱEarthȱtoȱtheȱSkyȂǱȱChinaȂsȱHuntȱforȱPakistanȂsȱUyghursǰȄȱUHRPȱandȱOxusȱSocietyǰȱ
August 11, 2021, https://uhrp.org/report/nets-cast-from-the-earth-to-the-sky-chinas-hunt-for-
pakistans-uyghurs/ǲȱNatalieȱHallȱandȱBradleyȱJardineǰȱȃȁYourȱFamilyȱWillȱSufferȂǱȱHowȱChinaȱIsȱ
HackingǰȱSurveillingǰȱandȱIntimidatingȱUyghursȱinȱLiberalȱDemocraciesǰȄȱUHRPȱandȱOxusȱ
Society, November 10, 2021, https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-
hacking-surveilling-and-intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/; Bradley Jardine and 
LucilleȱGreerǰȱȃȱBeyondȱSilenceǱȱCollaborationȱBetween Arab States and China in the 
TransnationalȱRepressionȱofȱUyghursǰȄȱUHRPȱandȱOxusȱSocietyǰȱMarchȱ2Śǰȱ2022ǰȱ

https://apnews.com/article/b22a5ec9711645c291404073e7113524
https://uhrp.org/transnational-repression/
https://uhrp.org/report/repression-across-borders-the-ccps-illegal-harassment-and-coercion-of-uyghur-americans/
https://uhrp.org/report/repression-across-borders-the-ccps-illegal-harassment-and-coercion-of-uyghur-americans/
https://uhrp.org/report/no-space-left-to-run-chinas-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/no-space-left-to-run-chinas-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/nets-cast-from-the-earth-to-the-sky-chinas-hunt-for-pakistans-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/nets-cast-from-the-earth-to-the-sky-chinas-hunt-for-pakistans-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/
https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/
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This report examines the humanitarian needs of Uyghur and other 
Turkic diaspora groups in the United States, Turkey, and post-
Soviet Central Asia, where large communities remain, and 
highlights measures that the diaspora is taking to support itself in 
response to transnational repression, and identifies those areas 
where more help is needed. The study incorporates and builds on 
previous UHRP reports on the humanitarian crisis outside China 
caused by the atrocity crimes in the Uyghur region, as well as our 
extensive Transnational Repression of Uyghurs Database.3 

II. Key Takeaways 
● A secondary humanitarian crisis is unfolding in the Uyghur 

diaspora and exile communities abroad. Uyghurs living 
outside the Uyghur region face challenges including 
enforced statelessness and vulnerability to refoulement, loss 
of livelihoods and businesses, denial of access to healthcare 
and schools, single-parent families without a primary 
provider, homelessness, unaccompanied minors, collective 
trauma, cultural trauma, and ongoing harassment, threats, 
and cyberattacks.  

● Uyghur diaspora civil society organizations (CSOs) have 
worked to meet the needs of Uyghur diaspora communities, 
offering skills training and support for home-based 
employment; scholarships for students; cash support for 
housing, food, clothing, and medical care; and social 
support through mutual aid programs, cultural 
programming, and mental health programming. 

● While these organizations have had some success, their 
reach and ability to meet the needs of Uyghurs in diaspora 
communities are limited by a lack of resources for 
providing material humanitarian aid. Community and 

 
https://uhrp.org/report/beyond-silence-collaboration-between-arab-states-and-china-in-the-
transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/. 
3 See Appendix 3. 

https://uhrp.org/report/beyond-silence-collaboration-between-arab-states-and-china-in-the-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/beyond-silence-collaboration-between-arab-states-and-china-in-the-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/


ȃOn the Fringe of SocietyȄ: Humanitarian Needs of the At-Risk Uyghur Diaspora 
 

 3 

generational trauma have hardly been addressed due to 
stigma, cultural barriers, and limited access to healthcare. 

III. Recommendations 
● Academia: Uyghur students, scholars, writers, and artists 

should be supported through scholarships, fellowships, and 
research grants. 

● Cultural organizations: create fellowships and grants for 
performers and writers. 

● National governments: investigate and enforce domestic 
law to protect Uyghur citizens and asylum seekers from 
harassment, threats, coercion, and reprisals by Chinese 
security agencies; publicly affirm a policy of never 
deporting Uyghur refugees and asylum seekers to China; 
expedite Uyghur political asylum and refugee applications; 
prioritize humanitarian acceptance of stateless and at-risk 
Uyghur refugees currently exposed to reprisals or 
deportation in third countries. 

● Donor organizations, including government agencies: 
support for livelihood and small-business programming; 
hunger and homelessness relief; healthcare programs; 
funding for Uyghur NGOs that seek to document ongoing 
human rights violations in the Uyghur region; funding for 
the creation of a secure, legally admissible database of 
evidence that could be used to hold the perpetrators of the 
human rights violations in the Uyghur region and resulting 
humanitarian crisis accountable; convening closed-door 
meetings for researchers to present their evidence on the 
perpetrators of the human rights violations in the Uyghur 
region and the resulting humanitarian crisis to other 
governments. 
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IV. Introduction 
On the outskirts of Istanbul there is an orphanage for children 
whoseȱparentsȱhaveȱbeenȱdetainedȱ inȱ theȱUyghurȱ regionȂsȱ campsǯȱ
Turkey is one of 26 countries on a list used by Xinjiang authorities 
to detain Uyghurs on the grounds of contact with potential 
ȃterroristȄȱ entitiesȱ abroadǯȱ Aroundȱ theȱ cityȂsȱ Zeytinburnu and 
Sefakoy districts, many individuals we met who ran independent 
Uyghur language bookstores, restaurants, and childcare facilities 
informed us they had been contacted by Chinese police who 
reminded them that if they ever stray into activism, their families in 
the Uyghur region may suffer consequences. 

Uyghur targets of transnational repression include those who 
support human rights and democracy in their former homeland and 
those who advocate for the well-being of the families and loved ones 
they have left behind. Even ordinary diaspora members leading 
quiet lives have been targeted, demonstrating the extraordinary 
scopeȱandȱintensityȱofȱtheȱChineseȱgovernmentȂsȱeffortsȱtoȱimposeȱ
collective punishment and repression across national borders.  

Exile and diaspora communities must contend with many 
challenges to their day-to-day lives caused by this transnational 
repression. First, Uyghur refugees are often denied the right to valid 
documentation, resulting in enforced statelessness. As a result, 
many Uyghurs cannot legally work in their host countries, with 
some Uyghurs being unable to care for themselves and their family 
members, even becoming homeless in some instances. Further, 
many Uyghur children cannot attend school in their host countries 
without documentation. Second, Uyghurs must also withstand 
sophisticated digital campaigns designed to surveil and harass 
them, putting their families in danger and compromising their 
personal information and emotional well-being. Third, Uyghur 
families are separated; when spouses or parents disappear into the 
camps in the Uyghur region, many children are left in diaspora 
communities without documentation, means of support, and in 
some cases, an adult caretaker. Fourth, Uyghurs experience 
collective trauma due to the ongoing genocide, causing daily 
emotional distress. Finally, due to the loss of their families, their 
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homeland, and the mass roundup of prominent Uyghur 
intellectuals, Uyghurs face the loss of their community, culture, and 
identity. 

The report first examines the vulnerabilities of these diaspora 
communities and the challenges they face. This section is broken 
down into two parts, documenting the legal and technological 
factors responsible for the humanitarian vulnerabilities, as well as 
the types and scope of economic and psychosocial needs. The report 
then examines the efforts of Uyghur and Kazakh CSOs, and other 
international organizations and fundraising initiatives, to meet 
these needs, specifically looking at where these efforts have been 
successful and where they require more support, particularly where 
Uyghur diaspora members lack legal documentation. The report 
then makes recommendations for how critical stakeholders can 
respond to the humanitarian needs of the Uyghur and other Turkic 
diasporas.  

V. Methodology 
This report provides primary data from two sets of interviews 
conducted in August and September 2022. (1) Community-member 
interviews [6 in total] provide case studies of the humanitarian 
needs of Uyghur refugees and diaspora members currently living in 
the U.S., Turkey, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan. (2) Key Informant 
Interviews (KIIs) with NGO and CSO leaders [12 in total] provide 
information on existing programs and descriptions of unmet needs.4 
The report also draws on survey data on the mental trauma suffered 
by individuals in diaspora communities, perceptions of cyber 
threats, and a research database built by UHRP in partnership with 

 
4 We selected interviewees based on their expertise working with Uyghur communities in each 
target country, professional involvement in key events recounted in this independent analysis, 
andȱknowledgeȱofȱChinaȂsȱinternationalȱpoliciesǯȱTheseȱKIIȱinterviewsȱprovide us with on-the-
ground information about the ongoing efforts of Uyghur civil society organizations in the U.S., 
Turkey, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan, to meet the needs of their communities and the ongoing 
challenges they face. They also informed us about the larger civil society context in which the 
repression occurred. 
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theȱOxusȱSocietyǰȱtheȱChinaȂsȱTransnationalȱRepressionȱofȱUyghursȱ
Database.5 

This report also references secondary sources in English, 
Chinese, Uyghur, Turkish, Kazakh, and Russian, including online 
interviews and personal accounts by Uyghurs experiencing various 
forms of humanitarian crisis and transnational repression, as well as 
writing in traditional print, digital, broadcast, social media, and 
government documents. We have used these primary and 
secondary sources to build a detailed overview of the humanitarian 
needs of the Uyghur diaspora and other Turkic peoples outside 
China affected by the atrocity crimes. 

VI. Protecting the Uyghur 
Diaspora: Current 
Challenges  

This study provides an overview of the humanitarian needs of 
diaspora and refugee Uyghurs, as well as Kazakhs and Kyrgyz 
affected by the genocide, in four countries: the U.S., Turkey, 
Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan, to better understand the needs of 
Uyghur civil society in diverse socio-political contexts. Exiles and 
members of the Uyghur diaspora living in these countries have been 
subjected to extreme forms of transnational repression, which 
impact their humanitarian needs, including on their wellbeing and 
livelihoods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
5 See Appendix 1.  
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Country Estimated Uyghur population 

Kazakhstan 300,0006 

Kyrgyzstan 50,000 

Turkey 50,000Ȯ60,000 

United States 10,000Ȯ15,0007 

The global threat to human rights presented by the Chinese 
Party-state requires a global response. Lasting humanitarian aid 
for exiles and diasporas depends on governments to fortify their 
domestic protections as well as on coordinated, multilateral 
campaigns to provide immediate aid to victims and survivors of 
the genocide, and to pro-actively counter transnational 
repression. 

The United States 

Theȱ UǯSǯȱ governmentȱ hasȱ condemnedȱ theȱ Chineseȱ governmentȂsȱ
crimes against humanity in the Uyghur region and implemented 
legislative and diplomatic measures to hold the Chinese 
government accountable for its human rights abuses. In June 2020, 
the U.S. Congress passed the Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act, 
which mandated sanctions on officials and entities violating the 
human rights and religious freedoms of Uyghurs and other Turkic 
peoples in the Uyghur region. Since then, the U.S. government has 
placed sanctions on 33 Chinese officials and government agencies, 
as well as banning imports and/or exports from more than 50 
Chinese companies.8 In January 2021, then-Secretary of State 

 
6 SeanȱRobertsȱandȱDanaȱRiceǰȱȃKazakhstanȂsȱAmbiguousȱPositionȱTowardsȱtheȱUyghurȱCulturalȱ
GenocideȱinȱXinjiangǰȄȱASANȱForumǰȱOctoberȱ2řǰȱ2020ǰȱhttps://theasanforum.org/kazakhstans-
ambiguous-position-towards-the-uyghur-cultural-genocide-in-china/.  
7 ȃDetailedȱLanguages Spoken at Home and Ability to Speak English for the Population 5 Years 
and Over: 2009-201řǰȄȱUǯSǯȱCensusȱBureauǰȱaccessedȱSeptemberȱ2Şǰȱ2022ǰȱhttps://www.census.  
gov/data/tables/2013/demo/2009-2013-lang-tables.html. 
8 MarcoȱRubioǰȱȃSǯřŝŚŚȱȮ 116th Congress (2019Ȯ2020): Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act of 
2020ǰȄȱlegislationǰȱJuneȱ1ŝǰȱ2020ǰȱ201şȦ2020ǰ http://www.congress.gov/ǲȱseeȱalsoǱȱȃUǯSǯȱSanctionsȱ
List Ȯ UyghurȱHumanȱRightsȱProjectǰȄȱhttps://uhrp.org/sanctions/.  

https://theasanforum.org/kazakhstans-ambiguous-position-towards-the-uyghur-cultural-genocide-in-china/
https://theasanforum.org/kazakhstans-ambiguous-position-towards-the-uyghur-cultural-genocide-in-china/
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2013/demo/2009-2013-lang-tables.html
https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2013/demo/2009-2013-lang-tables.html
http://www.congress.gov/
https://uhrp.org/sanctions
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?broken=O3ihx5
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Michael Pompeo determined that the Chinese government was 
committing ongoing crimes against humanity and genocide in the 
Uyghur region.9 Shortly after taking office, Secretary of State 
Antonyȱ Blinkenȱ confirmedȱ hisȱ predecessorȂsȱ determinationǯ10 In 
December 2021, the U.S. House of Representatives passed a 
resolutionȱ condemningȱ ChinaȂsȱ humanȱ rightsȱ violationsȱ asȱ
genocide, and called on the U.S. government and UN Security 
Council to take further action. Most recently, President Joe Biden 
signed the Uyghur Forced Labor Protection Act into law in 
December 2021; the law, which steps up enforcement of U.S. 
prohibitions on the import of goods produced using forced labor 
with regard to goods sourced from the Uyghur region, came into 
effect in June 2022.11 

However, despite the dire needs of the Uyghur diaspora 
community, the U.S. has not instituted any programs for 
humanitarian aid and has admitted very few Uyghurs through the 
U.S. refugee resettlement program. Further, the U.S. sharply 
reduced the number of refugees it would accept under President 
Donald Trump: in 2017, the U.S. accepted 85,000 people; by the end 
of 2020, that number had decreased to 11,800. While the Biden 
Administration has promised to increase refugee resettlement, only 
11,400 refugees were admitted in 2021. None of those admitted were 
Uyghurs.12  

Uyghurs living in the diaspora community in the U.S. face 
challenges as well: many of those who have applied for asylum 
status in the U.S. are spending years in legal limbo, waiting for the 
results of their asylum cases. U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 
Services (USCIS) has an unprecedented backlog of cases, which has 
only grown during the COVID-19 pandemic. According to research 
in progress (publication forthcoming) by Dr. Henryk Szadziewski, 

 
9 ȃDeterminationȱofȱtheȱSecretaryȱofȱStateȱonȱAtrocitiesȱinȱXinjiangǰȄȱUnited States Department of 
State (blog), January 19, 2021, https://2017-2021.state.gov/determination-of-the-secretary-of-state-
on-atrocities-in-xinjiang/. 
10 ColmȱQuinnǰȱȃBlinkenȱNamesȱandȱShamesȱHumanȱRightsȱAbusersǰȄȱForeign Policy, March 31, 
2021, https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/03/31/blinken-uyghur-china-human-rights-report/.  
11 JamesȱPǯȱMcGovernǰȱȃHǯRǯŜ210ȱȮ 116th Congress (2019Ȯ2020): Uyghur Forced Labor 
PreventionȱActǰȄȱSeptemberȱ2řǰȱ2020ǰȱ11ǰȱ201şȦ2020ǰȱhttps://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-
congress/house-bill/6210.  
12 JasmineȱAguileraǰȱȃTheȱUǯSǯȱAdmittedȱZeroȱUyghurȱRefugeesȱLastȱYearǯȱHereȂsȱWhyǰȄȱTime, 
October 29, 2021, https://time.com/6111315/uyghur-refugees-china-biden/. 

  

While the Biden 
Administration has 
promised to increase 
refugee resettlement, 
only 11,400 refugees 
were admitted in 
2021. None of those 
admitted were 
Uyghurs. 

https://2017-2021.state.gov/determination-of-the-secretary-of-state-on-atrocities-in-xinjiang/
https://2017-2021.state.gov/determination-of-the-secretary-of-state-on-atrocities-in-xinjiang/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/03/31/blinken-uyghur-china-human-rights-report/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6210
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/6210
https://time.com/6111315/uyghur-refugees-china-biden/
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director of research at UHRP, Uyghurs living in the U.S. were 
impacted by both Trump Administration policies on immigration, 
as well as COVID-19, and have experienced up to a five-year delay 
in asylum and other immigration processes. Many Uyghurs struggle 
with how poorly these delays have been communicated to them, 
leaving many to wonder about the status of their cases.13 The 
Uyghur American Association (UAA) has assisted many asylum 
seekers, particularly in guiding them through the procedures for 
requesting expedited interview scheduling and providing 
interpretationȱandȱtranslationǯȱHoweverǰȱUAAȂsȱcapacityȱisȱlimitedǯȱ
Further, many Uyghurs are fearful of Chinese government 
retaliation and choose to avoid any contact with UAA.14 As a result, 
there remains a large gap in communication and access to assistance 
with asylum and visa issues. 

The U.S. government has taken law enforcement and legislative 
steps to prevent transnational repression within the U.S. For 
example, in early 2022, the FBI launched a website to explain 
transnational repression and how to report incidents for 
investigation. The FBI also published an intelligence bulletin in 
August 2021 that sought to inform the Uyghur community of 
attempted transnational repression by the Chinese government. In 
July 2021, Congress passed the Transnational Repression 
Accountability and Prevention (TRAP) Act, which seeks to counter 
the abuse of Interpol by authoritarian states and leverage American 
financial support for the institution.15 However, Uyghurs are still 
highly vulnerable to the long reach of the Chinese government in 
the U.S. One Uyghur living in Arlington, Virginia, wanted to protest 
at a courthouse near his home about the lengthy asylum 
bureaucratic process for legal status in the U.S. that Uyghurs face, 
but expressed concern about being in the public eye; he had already 
received threatening Telegram messages after starting his asylum 
process.16 

 
13 Bradley Jardine, interview with Dr. Henryk Szadziewski, audio, September 29, 2022. 
14 Bradley Jardine, interview with Elfidar Iltebir, audio, September 19, 2022. 
15 SteveȱCohenǰȱȃText: H.R.4806 Ȯ 117th Congress (2021Ȯ2022ǼǱȱTRAPȱActȱofȱ2021ǰȄȱlegislationǰȱ
July 29, 2021, 2021/2022, https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4806/text.  
16 Bradley Jardine, interview with Dr. Henryk Szadziewski. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/4806/text


Uyghur Human Rights Project | February 2023 

 10 

While evidence suggests some movement for Uyghurs within 
the U.S. immigration system starting in 2022, there is work to be 
done, with many applications for asylum outstanding. Further, the 
psychosocial needs of Uyghur communities in the U.S. have gone 
largely ignored; instead, they have organized to meet these needs 
independently. 

Kazakhstan 

KazakhstanȂsȱ governmentȱ hasȱ takenȱ aȱ nuancedȱ approachȱ inȱ itsȱ
efforts to balance its interests in protecting its citizens with the 
importance of its economic and political relationship with Beijing. 
Chinese foreign direct investment (FDI) is criticalȱ toȱKazakhstanȂsȱ
economic well-being, with Chinese state-owned enterprises 
investingȱbillionsȱofȱdollarsȱintoȱKazakhstanȂsȱenergyȱandȱoilȱsectorȱ
and infrastructure.17 Kazakhstan is home to large Uyghur 
communities, and some ethnic Kazakhs who have both Kazakh and 
Chinese citizenship in contravention of Chinese and Kazakh laws. 
Kazakhs in the Uyghur region are being imprisoned alongside 
Uyghurs Ȯ a fact many Kazakh CSOs have sought to draw attention 
to. As a result of this complicated relationship, Kazakhstan has 
positionedȱitselfȱasȱlargelyȱneutralȱinȱtheȱfaceȱofȱtheȱChineseȱstateȂsȱ
human rights violations. This neutrality has taken many different 
forms. Kazakhs fleeing the Uyghur region into Kazakhstan are often 
arrestedȱ forȱ trespassingȱKazakhstanȂs border before being sent to 
court, where in their testimonies, they describe their experiences in 
the Uyghur region.18 KazakhstanȂsȱcourtsȱgrantȱtemporaryȱasylumȱ

 
17 Reid Standish, ȃWhatȱKazakhstanȂsȱCrisisȱMeansȱForȱChinaǰȄȱRadioȱFreeȱEuropeȦRadioȱ
Liberty, January 9, 2022, https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-crisis-china-xi-toqaev/3164620 
8.html. 
18 There are two Kazakhstan-based organizations conducting this type of work: Ata-jurt 
Eriktileri, and the Xinjiang Victims Database (XVD). Both seek to document and promote the 
narratives of individuals escaping from Xinjiang. The XVD in particular has become a reference 
pointȱforȱmanyȱinternationalȱtribunalsȱandȱrelatedȱdocumentsǰȱasȱwellȱasȱMicheleȱBacheletȂsȱ
report on Xinjiang for the UN Office of the High Commission for Human Rights. For more, see: 
MehmetȱVolkanȱKaşıkçıǰȱȃDocumentingȱtheȱTragedyȱinȱXinjiangǱȱAnȱInsiderȂsȱViewȱofȱAtajurtǰȄȱ
The Diplomat, January 16, 2020, https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/documenting-the-tragedy-in-
xinjiang-an-insiders-view-of-atajurt/; Xinjiang Victims Database, https://shahit.biz/eng/; 
ȃOHCHRȱAssessmentȱofȱhumanȱrights concerns in the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region, 
PeopleȂsȱRepublicȱofȱChinaǰȄȱUnitedȱNationsȱOfficeȱofȱtheȱHighȱCommissionerȱforȱHumanȱ
Rights, August 31, 2022, https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/2022-08-
31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf.  

https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-crisis-china-xi-toqaev/31646208.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-crisis-china-xi-toqaev/31646208.html
https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/documenting-the-tragedy-in-xinjiang-an-insiders-view-of-atajurt/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/documenting-the-tragedy-in-xinjiang-an-insiders-view-of-atajurt/
https://shahit.biz/eng/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/2022-08-31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/2022-08-31/22-08-31-final-assesment.pdf
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status to these refugees, generally lasting about a year, after which 
point individuals have had to leave Kazakhstan. Temporary asylees 
have included former detainee, activist and author Dr. Sayragul 
Sauytbay, as well as Tursunay Ziawudun, who has testified all over 
the world about her experiences in the camps. However, very little 
support or mutual aid is offered to these refugees from outside of 
the community or beyond other individual members of the broader 
diaspora Ȯ the government does little to help resettle these Kazakhs.  

Theȱ governmentȱ ofȱ KazakhstanȂsȱ officialȱ stanceȱ onȱ Kazakhsȱ
fleeing the Uyghur region is twofold: the government firmly denies 
the existence of the camps in the region. Still, it has successfully 
negotiated the release of Kazakhs from the Uyghur region on at least 
two occasions. In a December 2019 interview with Deutsche Welle, 
President Kassym-Jomart Tokayev stated that Kazakhstan would 
notȱ interfereȱ inȱ ChinaȂsȱ affairsȱ andȱ thatȱ Kazakhstanȱ wouldȱ notȱ
become a front in a global anti-China movement.19 The Chinese 
governmentȱ thankedȱ Kazakhstanȱ forȱ itsȱ ȃsupportȱ andȱ
understandingȄȱ ofȱ itsȱ ȃpositionȄȱ inȱ theȱ Uyghurȱ regionȱ inȱMarchȱ
2019, adding that others should follow its example. However, in 
January 2019, the government of Kazakhstan announced it had 
successfully negotiated the release of 2,000 Kazakhs from the 
Uyghur region. These Kazakhs, many of whom have dual 
citizenship and/or families in Kazakhstan, would be allowed to 
apply for permanent residency or citizenship, according to 
KazakhstanȂsȱ Ministryȱ ofȱ Foreignȱ Affairsǯ20 This came after the 

 
19 ȃʆ˕ʺ˄ˆʹʺˑ˘ȱɼʲ˄ʲˠ˖˘ʲˑʲǱȱʍȱˑʲ˖ȱˑʺ˘ȱˊ˙ˏ˪˘ʲȱˏˆˣˑ˓˖˘ˆǰȄȱDeutsche Welle, December 4, 2019, 
https://bit.ly/3BYdEfe.  
20 It is unclear if this provision is under the auspices of the Kandas (fka Oralman) policy. Under 
that policy, a person has to apply for this status which requires identification documents, and a 
notarized translation of those documents; Kazakhs can only apply in Shymkent, Astana, or 
Almaty, then once the application is submitted, Kazakhs receive a reply within four days; people 
who receive Kandas status get a certificate stating so which acts as their official documentation 
until they become citizens of Kazakhstan, at which point they are no longer Kandas. Further, it is 
unclear how Kazakh escapees from Xinjiang interact with this policy. ForȱmoreǰȱseeǱȱȃIssuanceȱofȱ
Permit for Accommodation by Foreign Citizens and Stateless Persons for Permanent Residence 
inȱtheȱRepublicȱofȱKazakhstanǰȄȱKazakhstanȱE-Government, accessed September 24, 2022, 
https://egov.kz/cms/en/services/009pass_mvdǲȱȃKandasȱinȱKazakhstanǱȱHelpǰȱPrivilegesǰȱ
AdaptationǰȄȱKazakhstanȱE-Government, accessed September 24, 2022, 
https://egov.kz/cms/en/articles/kandas_rkǲȱȃStatusȱandȱRightsȱofȱKandasǰȄȱKazakhstanȱE-
Government, accessed September 24, 2022, egov.kz/cms/en/articles/kandas_rights_conditions. 

https://bit.ly/3BYdEfe
https://egov.kz/cms/en/services/009pass_mvd
https://egov.kz/cms/en/articles/kandas_rk
https://egov.kz/cms/en/articles/kandas_rights_conditions
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs had negotiated for the release of 15 
Kazakhs in November 2018.21  

Kazakhs who have escaped, as well as those with family 
members still in the Uyghur region, have become some of the most 
powerful advocates for Kazakhs and Uyghurs in the camps, offering 
first-hand testimonials about their family members, friends, former 
neighbors, and colleagues still in the Uyghur region. In particular, 
Ata-Jurt Eriktileri and its successor organization Ata-Jurt Eriktileri 
Naghuz have collected written and video testimonials of Kazakhs 
and Uyghurs, providing critical documentation of the Chinese 
stateȂsȱ humanȱ rightsȱ violationsǯȱ Accordingȱ toȱ Geneȱ Buninǰȱ theȱ
Xinjiang Victims Database Ȯ the most comprehensive set of data on 
theȱvictimsȱofȱtheȱChineseȱgovernmentȂsȱatrocitiesȱȮ would not exist 
without Ata-Jurt Eriktileri.22 Current organization members have 
also sought to bring attention to the plight of Uyghurs and Kazakhs 
in the camps more directly. Baibolat Kunbolatuly has protested 
outside the Chinese consulate in Almaty, Kazakhstan, almost every 
single day since early 2020. Having been arrested multiple times by 
KazakhstanȂsȱpoliceȱandȱsecurityȱservicesȱforȱviolatingȱKazakhstanȂsȱ
restrictive laws against protesting, he has persisted in his campaign, 
demanding further information about his brother. Kunbolatuly is 
frequently joined by others seeking information about family 
members in the Uyghur region.23 AheadȱofȱXiȱJinpingȂsȱSeptemberȱ
2022 visit to Kazakhstan, Kazakhs who protested the incarceration 

 
21 ȃChinaȱAllowingȱ2ǰ000ȱEthnicȱKazakhsȱtoȱLeaveȱXinjiangȱRegionǰȄȱAP News, April 20, 2021, 
https://apnews.com/article/kazakhstan-ap-top-news-international-news-asia-china-6c0a9dcdd7 
bd4a0b85a0bc96ef3dd6f2. 
22 MehmetȱVolkanȱKaşıkçıǰȱȃDocumentingȱtheȱTragedyȱinȱXinjiangǱȱAnȱInsiderȂsȱViewȱofȱ
AtajurtǰȄȱThe Diplomat, January 16, 2020, https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/documenting-the-
tragedy-in-xinjiang-an-insiders-view-of-atajurt/. 
23 ȃȁYourȱHeartȱMightȱStopȂǱȱKazakhȱFromȱXinjiangȱThreatenedȱAfterȱPressingȱChineseȱ
Diplomats About MissingȱBrotherǰȄȱRadio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, March 18, 2021, 
https://www.rferl.org/a/china-xinjiang-kazakhstan-missing-threats-protests/31157124.html; 
ȃKazakhȱManȱGetsȱ10ȱDaysȱInȱJailȱForȱPicketingȱChineseȱConsulateȱInȱAlmatyǰȄȱRadioȱFreeȱ
Europe/Radio Liberty, February 10, 2021, https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakh-man-gets-10-days-in-
jail-for-picketing-chinese-consulate-in-almaty/31095510.htmlǲȱȃKazakhstanǱȱActivistȱDetainedȱforȱ
Hypothetical Anti-China PicketǰȄȱEurasianet, July 1, 2021, https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-
activist-detained-for-hypothetical-anti-china-picketǲȱBerikbolȱDukeyevǰȱȃDoȱKazakhstanisȱCareȱ
aboutȱTheirȱKinȱinȱXinjiangǵǰȄȱopenDemocracy, June 7, 2021, https://www.opendemocracy.net/en 
/odr/do-kazakhstanis-care-about-their-kin-xinjiang/ǲȱMiriamȱKiparoidzeǰȱȃKazakhstanȱIsȱ
Arresting Protesters Seeking InformationȱaboutȱMissingȱRelativesȱinȱXinjiangǰȄȱCoda Story, 
August 6, 2021, https://www.codastory.com/disinformation/kazakhstan-xinjiang/. 

https://apnews.com/article/kazakhstan-ap-top-news-international-news-asia-china-6c0a9dcdd7bd4a0b85a0bc96ef3dd6f2
https://apnews.com/article/kazakhstan-ap-top-news-international-news-asia-china-6c0a9dcdd7bd4a0b85a0bc96ef3dd6f2
https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/documenting-the-tragedy-in-xinjiang-an-insiders-view-of-atajurt/
https://thediplomat.com/2020/01/documenting-the-tragedy-in-xinjiang-an-insiders-view-of-atajurt/
https://www.rferl.org/a/china-xinjiang-kazakhstan-missing-threats-protests/31157124.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakh-man-gets-10-days-in-jail-for-picketing-chinese-consulate-in-almaty/31095510.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakh-man-gets-10-days-in-jail-for-picketing-chinese-consulate-in-almaty/31095510.html
https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-activist-detained-for-hypothetical-anti-china-picket
https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-activist-detained-for-hypothetical-anti-china-picket
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/odr/do-kazakhstanis-care-about-their-kin-xinjiang/
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/odr/do-kazakhstanis-care-about-their-kin-xinjiang/
https://www.codastory.com/disinformation/kazakhstan-xinjiang/
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of their families in Xinjiang were detained. Gulfia Qazybek, Khalida 
Aqytkhan, and Gauhar Qurmanalieva were taken off a bus traveling 
between Almaty and Shymkent and told that if they protested in 
AstanaȱduringȱXiȂsȱvisitȱtheyȱwouldȱfaceȱupȱtoȱ1śȱdaysȱinȱjailǰȱandȱ
that the Chinese government would put pressure on their relatives 
in Xinjiang.24  

Kazakhstan is home to the largest Uyghur community outside 
the Uyghur region with over 300,000 Uyghurs living in the Central 
Asian state, primarily in Almaty oblast between Zharkent and the 
city of Almaty.25 Uyghurs are represented in the Assembly of 
Peoples of Kazakhstan, a government body that acts as a forum for 
KazakhstanȂsȱethnicȱminoritiesǰȱbyȱRustamȱKairiyevǯȱKairiyevǰȱwhoȱ
was born in Almaty, is also the leader of the Uyghur Youth of 
Kazakhstan organization, and an active member of the Uyghur 
Ethnocultural Center of Kazakhstan.26 Outside of these avenues, 
which are largely controlled by the state, however, Uyghur activities 
have been suppressed by the government of Kazakhstan since the 
early 2000s.27 Further, since the late 1990s, researchers have 
observed that as the government of Kazakhstan has articulated and 
re-articulatedȱKazakhstanȂsȱnationalȱidentityǰȱthe Uyghur language, 
culture, and identity are being marginalized as the government of 
Kazakhstan privileges Kazakh culture.28 Local tensions have also 
been known to flare below the state level. In November 2021, a brawl 
broke out, first between Kazakh and Uyghur students at a local 

 
24 ȃAheadȱofȱXiȂsȱVisitǰȱPressureȱIncreasesȱonȱKazakhsȱWhoȱHaveȱProtestedȱRelativesȂȱDetentionȱ
inȱXinjiangǰȄȱRadio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, September 12, 2022, https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakh 
stan-china-xi-visit-xinjiang-relatives-pressure/32030416.html. 
25 SeanȱRobertsȱandȱDanaȱRiceǰȱȃKazakhstanȂsȱAmbiguousȱPositionȱtowardsȱtheȱUyghurȱCulturalȱ
GenocideȱinȱChinaǰȄȱThe Asan Forum (blog), October 23, 2020, https://theasanforum.org/kazakh 
stans-ambiguous-position-towards-the-uyghur-cultural-genocide-in-china/; Rachel Harris and 
ZulfiyamȱKarimovaǰȱȃWomenȂsȱChayȱGatheringsȱinȱKazakhstanǱȱSustainingȱIdentityȱinȱMigrantȱ
CommunitiesǰȄȱinȱCommunity Still Matters: Uyghur Culture and Society in Central Asian Context, 
eds Rachel Harris and Zulfiyam Karimova (Hawaii, NIAS Press, 2022), 201Ȯ217.  
26 ȃɪ˩˖˘˙˔ˏʺˑˆʺȱʆ˕ʺʹ˖ʺʹʲ˘ʺˏˮȱʇʅʅȱȍʈ˓˭˄ȱ˙ˇʶ˙˕˖ˊ˓ˇȱː˓ˏ˓ʹʺʾˆȱɼʲ˄ʲˠ˖˘ʲˑʲȎȱʇǯɼʲˇ˕˩ʺʵʲǰȄȱ
ɧ˖˖ʲːʴˏʺˮȱˑʲ˕˓ʹʲȱɼʲ˄ʲˠ˖˘ʲˑʲǰȱaccessedȱAugust 22, 2022, https://assembly.kz/ru/sess/vystu 
plenie-predsedatelya-roo-soyuz-uygurskoy-molodezhi-r-kayryevakazakhstana/. 
27 SeanȱRobertsȱandȱDanaȱRiceǰȱȃKazakhstanȂsȱAmbiguousȱPositionȱtowardsȱtheȱUyghurȱCulturalȱ
GenocideȱinȱChinaǰȄȱThe Asan Forum (blog), October 23, 2020, https://theasanforum.org/kazakh 
stans-ambiguous-position-towards-the-uyghur-cultural-genocide-in-china/.  
28 ReginaȱUyghurȱandȱYadikarȱGaniyevǰȱȃCaughtȱBetweenȱTwoȱFiresǱȱTheȱPlight of The Uyghur 
CommunityȱinȱKazakhstanǰȄȱinȱCommunity Still Matters: Uyghur Culture and Society in Central 
Asian Context, eds Rachel Harris and Zulfiyam Karimova (Hawaii, NIAS Press, 2022). 

https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-china-xi-visit-xinjiang-relatives-pressure/32030416.html
https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhstan-china-xi-visit-xinjiang-relatives-pressure/32030416.html
https://theasanforum.org/kazakhstans-ambiguous-position-towards-the-uyghur-cultural-genocide-in-china/
https://theasanforum.org/kazakhstans-ambiguous-position-towards-the-uyghur-cultural-genocide-in-china/
https://assembly.kz/ru/sess/vystuplenie-predsedatelya-roo-soyuz-uygurskoy-molodezhi-r-kayryevakazakhstana/
https://assembly.kz/ru/sess/vystuplenie-predsedatelya-roo-soyuz-uygurskoy-molodezhi-r-kayryevakazakhstana/
https://theasanforum.org/kazakhstans-ambiguous-position-towards-the-uyghur-cultural-genocide-in-china/
https://theasanforum.org/kazakhstans-ambiguous-position-towards-the-uyghur-cultural-genocide-in-china/
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school, before spreading into the wider community. Residents of the 
village Penzhim, with a population of just over 5,300, described 
underlying tensions in the community that had been building before 
the brawl.29 

While Kazakhstan has sought to free Kazakhs living in the 
Uyghur region, the government has done little to support the needs 
of displaced Kazakhs and Uyghurs living in its territory. It has even 
gone so far as to threaten, harass, and endanger those who advocate 
for further awareness ofȱChinaȂsȱhumanȱrightsȱatrocityȱcrimesȱinȱtheȱ
camps. Further, since January 2022, when the government of 
Kazakhstan cracked down on protesters demanding better working 

 
29 ManasȱQaiyrtaiulyȱandȱFarangisȱNajibullahǰȱȃLifeȱReturnsȱToȱȁNormalǰȂȱButȱDivisionsȱRemainȱ
InȱKazakhȱVillageȱAfterȱEthnicȱClashesǰȄȱRadio Free Europe/Radio Liberty, November 12, 2021, 
https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhs-uyghurs-village-ethnic-tensions/31556879.html. 

Uyghur language theatre in Almaty, Kazakhstan. Photo credit: Bradley Jardine 

https://www.rferl.org/a/kazakhs-uyghurs-village-ethnic-tensions/31556879.html
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andȱlivingȱconditionsǰȱKazakhstanȂsȱauthoritarianȱgovernmentȱhasȱ
grown even less tolerant of CSOs, with activists arrested, proposals 
forȱ legislationȱ threateningȱ toȱ furtherȱ curtailȱ individualsȂȱ andȱ
organizationsȂȱ freedomȱ ofȱ speechȱ andȱ assemblyǰȱ andȱ aȱ refusalȱ toȱ
register opposition organizations.30 

However, despite that reality, there have been grassroots efforts 
to meet the humanitarian needs of Kazakh escapees from the 
Uyghur region, particularly those requiring medical attention. The 
International Legal Initiative (ILI) and local researchers have 
successfully crowdsourced hearing aids for a Kazakh man who lost 
most of his hearing during beatings by Chinese guards while 
detained in the Uyghur region.31 ILI has also advocated for the 
return of Kazakhs from the Uyghur region, with a positive response 
from the government of Kazakhstan in 100 of the 162 cases ILI has 
worked on. However, the leader of ILI noted that many of these 
Kazakh returnees struggled to gain citizenship or find work, and 
continued to suffer from psychological trauma, often the result of 
torture.32 

Kyrgyzstan 

Chinaȱ isȱ oneȱ ofȱ KyrgyzstanȂsȱ primaryȱ economicȱ partnersǰȱ withȱ
China accounting for almost half of KyrgyzstanȂsȱ FDIȱ inflowsǯ33 
Kyrgyzstan is also in debt to the Chinese government for up to USD 
śȱbillionǰȱorȱaboutȱŚ0ȱpercentȱofȱ theȱKyrgyzȱgovernmentȂsȱ foreignȱ
debt.34 Ethnic Kyrgyz people are disappearing into the Chinese 

 
30 ȃKazakhstanǱȱCivicȱSpaceȱLimitedȱbyȱContinuedȱFalloutȱfromȱJanuaryȱ2022ȱEventsǰȄȱ
International Partnership for Human Rights (blog), May 2, 2022, https://www.iphronline.org/ 
kazakhstan-civic-space-limited-by-continued-fallout-from-january-2022-events.html. 
31 ȃMedicalȱExaminationsȱforȱXinjiangȱEx-DetaineesǰȄȱorganizedȱbyȱGeneȱBuninǰȱgofundmeǯcomǰȱ
accessed August 30, 2022, https:/www.gofundme.com/f/medical-examinations-for-xinjiang-
exdetainees. 
32 ChrisȱRickletonǰȱȃKazakhstanǱȱAfterȱXinjiangǰȱtheȱLongȱRoadȱtoȱRecoveryǰȄȱEurasianetǰȱ
September 11, 2019, https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-after-xinjiang-the-long-road-to-recovery. 
33 ȃChinaȱandȱKyrgyzstanǱȱBilateralȱTradeȱandȱFutureȱOutlookǰȄȱChina Briefing News, August 27, 
2021, https://www.china-briefing.com/news/china-and-kyrgyzstan-bilateral-trade-and-future-
outlook/. 
34 ReidȱStandishǰȱȃHowȱWillȱKyrgyzstanȱRepayȱItsȱHugeȱDebtsȱToȱChinaǵȄȱRadioȱFree 
Europe/Radio Liberty, February 27, 2021, https://www.rferl.org/a/how-will-kyrgyzstan-repay-
its-huge-debts-to-china-/31124848.htmlǲȱȃChinaȱandȱKyrgyzstanǱȱBilateralȱTradeȱandȱFutureȱ
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governmentȂsȱ campsȱ inȱ theȱ Uyghurȱ regionǯ35 Between 2017 and 
2018, during the winter break for universities in Bishkek, 
Kyrgyzstan, 54 Kyrgyz students returned to the Uyghur region and 
disappeared. As a result, 20 of them were expelled from their 
university programs. These students, many of whom were 
musicians, dancers, and poets, have not been seen or heard from 
since.36 The Kyrgyz government has not raised any objections with 
the Chinese government. Kyrgyzstan is home to about 50,000 
Uyghurs.37  

In April 2022, a Christian Kyrgyz called Ovalbek Turdakun fled 
to the U.S. to give testimony on the mistreatment of Turkic 
minorities in the Uyghur region.38 Before that, he had arrived in 
Kyrgyzstan in 2019, where he was repeatedly contacted by Chinese 
officials urging him to return to China; his bank account was frozen, 
and Ȯ after two years Ȯ Kyrgyz officials refused to renew his visa, 
putting him and his family at risk of deportation back to China.39 
The government of Kyrgyzstan has yet to take an official stance on 
the Chinese human rights violations, despite written appeals from 
the families of detainees asking the Kyrgyz government to take 
action, and the demands of MPs to hear an explanation from the 
Kyrgyzȱ Ministryȱ ofȱ Foreignȱ Affairsȱ aboutȱ whatȱ isȱ ȃactuallyȱ
happeningȄȱinȱtheȱUyghurȱregionǯ40  

 
OutlookǰȄ China Briefing News, August 27, 2021, https://www.china-briefing.com/news/china-
and-kyrgyzstan-bilateral-trade-and-future-outlook/. 
35 ȃXinjiangȱAuthoritiesȱHoldingȱHundredsȱFrom KyrgyzȱVillageȱinȱȁPoliticalȂȱRe-Education 
CampsǰȄȱRadioȱFreeȱAsiaǰȱDecemberȱŚǰȱ201Şǰȱhttps://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/kyrgyz-
12042018160255.html. 
36 GeneȱBuninǰȱȃKyrgyzȱStudentsȱVanishȱIntoȱXinjiangȂsȱMawǰȄȱForeign Policy, March 31, 2019, 
https://foreignpolicy.com/2019/03/31/963451-kyrgyz-xinjiang-students-camps/. 
37 RyskeldiȱSatkeǰȱȃUighursȱinȱKyrgyzstanȱHopeȱforȱPeaceȱdespiteȱViolenceǰȄȱAlȱJazeeraǰȱJanuaryȱ
8, 2017, https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/1/8/uighurs-in-kyrgyzstan-hope-for-peace-
despite-violence.  
38 ChaoȱDengǰȱȃFromȱaȱChineseȱInternmentȱCampȱtoȱtheȱUǯSǯǰȱaȱFormerȱXinjiangȱDetaineeȱMakesȱ
a RareȱEscapeǰȄȱThe Wall Street Journal, April 12, 2022, https://www.wsj.com/articles/former-
xinjiang-detainees-arrival-in-u-s-marks-rare-escape-from-chinas-long-reach-11649775562. 
39 JohanaȱBhuiyanǰȱȃFormerȱXinjiangȱDetaineeȱArrivesȱinȱUSȱtoȱTestifyȱoverȱRepeatedȱTortureȱHeȱ
SaysȱHeȱWasȱSubjectedȱToǰȄȱThe Guardian, April 13, 2022, https://www.theguardian.com/worl 
d/2022/apr/13/former-xinjiang-detainee-arrives-in-us-to-testify-over-china-abuses. 
40 ȃKyrgyzstanǱȱOfficialsȱMutedȱinȱFirstȱWordsȱonȱXinjiangȱCrackdownǰȄȱEurasianetǰȱNovemberȱ
27, 2018, https://eurasianet.org/kyrgyzstan-officials-muted-in-first-words-on-xinjiang-crackdow 
n. 
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Separately, the government of Kyrgyzstan has blamed Uyghurs 
for many homicides and terror attacks on Kyrgyz soil. In 2000 and 
2002, Chinese government representatives were attacked and killed 
in Kyrgyzstan. The Kyrgyz government attributed both attacks to 
Uyghurs. In 2016, the Chinese Embassy in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, was 
bombed; the Kyrgyz government attributed the attack to the East 
Turkestan Islamic Movement (ETIM), an often mythologized 
Uyghur organization based in Afghanistan.41  

Uyghurs in Kyrgyzstan have become increasingly distrustful of 
the Kyrgyz state; many Uyghurs report Kyrgyz intelligence and 
security services closely surveilling the community and harassing 
its members since before the collapse of the Soviet Union over 
concerns about Uyghur demands for greater autonomy.42 In recent 
years, the government has sought to prevent Uyghur organizations 
from convening and prevented Uyghurs living in Kyrgyzstan from 
attending larger international Uyghur meetings. In 2011, four 
Uyghur activists were escorted off a plane by Kyrgyz security 
officers without explanation. The activists were on route to a 
Uyghur conference in Canada.43 Since Sadyr Japarov became 
president of Kyrgyzstan, the space for civil society in Kyrgyzstan 
has shrunk considerably, with the government of Kyrgyzstan 
amending the constitution to more broadly constrain civil society.44 

 
41 RyskeldiȱSatkeǰȱȃUighursȱinȱKyrgyzstanȱHopeȱforȱPeaceȱdespiteȱViolenceǰȄȱAlȱJazeeraǰȱJanuaryȱ
8, 2017, https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/1/8/uighurs-in-kyrgyzstan-hope-for-peace-
despite-violence. 
42 RyskeldiȱSatkeǰȱȃUighursȱinȱKyrgyzstanȱHopeȱforȱPeaceȱdespiteȱViolenceǰȄȱAlȱJazeeraǰȱJanuaryȱ
8, 2017, https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2017/1/8/uighurs-in-kyrgyzstan-hope-for-peace-
despite-violence. 
43 CristinaȱMazaǰȱȃKyrgyzstanȂsȱUighursȱCautiousǰȱStillȱFearȱChineseȱInfluenceǰȄȱNovemberȱ2śǰȱ
2014, Eurasianet, 2022, https://eurasianet.org/kyrgyzstans-uighurs-cautious-still-fear-chinese-
influence. 
44 Catherine Putz, ȃConcernsȱSwirlȱAroundȱKyrgyzstanȂsȱDraftȱConstitutionǱȱPresidentialȱPowerǰȱ
JudicialȱIndependenceǰȱandȱCivilȱSocietyǰȄȱThe Diplomat, March 22, 2021, https://thediplomat.com 
/2021/03/concerns-swirl-around-kyrgyzstans-draft-constitution-presidential-power-judicial-
independence-and-civil-society/ǲȱȃKyrgyzstanǱȱControversialȱNGOȱLawȱPassesǰȄȱInstitute for 
War and Peace Reporting, July 19, 2021, https://iwpr.net/global-voices/kyrgyzstan-controversial-
ngo-law-passes. 
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Turkey 

Historically, Turkey has been the primary location 
of the Uyghur diaspora community outside of 
Central Asia. As many as 50,000Ȯ60,000 Uyghurs 
live in the country today, according to estimates, but 
theȱ communityȱ remainsȱ vulnerableȱ toȱ BeijingȂsȱ
reach. The Turkish government has been an on-
again, off-again supporter of Uyghur rights and has 
from time-to-time voiced concern about the Chinese 
governmentȂsȱ repressionȱ ofȱUyghursǯȱ TheȱUyghurȱ
issue is often instrumentalized in Turkish politics to 
gain concessions from China, to show leadership in 
the Muslim world, or to play up to certain political 
and ideological factions in domestic politics. In 
200şǰȱ Turkishȱ Presidentȱ Recepȱ Tayyipȱ Erdoğanȱ
calledȱtheȱChineseȱgovernmentȂsȱcrackdownȱinȱtheȱ
aftermath of the unrest in Ürümchiȱ ȃanȱ actȱ ofȱ
genocideǯȄ45 Sinceȱ201ŜǰȱErdoganȂsȱtoneȱhasȱshiftedȱ
markedly. While the Turkish leader reiterated in 
201śȱthatȱhisȱcountryȂsȱdoorsȱwouldȱremainȱopenȱtoȱ
Uyghur refugees, he has become less vocal in 
championing their cause, instead moving closer to Beijing after 
several high-profile Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) meetings with 
members of the Chinese business community, and Turkish Interior 
Minister Süleyman Soylu has warned Uyghur protesters to stop 
spreadingȱ ȃAmericanȱ propagandaǯȄȱ Inȱ 201ŝǰ Erdoğanȱ signedȱ aȱ
controversial extradition treaty with China, which the Chinese 
government approved in December 2020. However, citizen voices 
mobilized opposition parties to raise concerns, leaving the treaty 
unratified by the Turkish parliament. As the Turkish government 
moves closer to China in the name of international economic 
partnerships and bilateral alliances, Turkey has become more 
dangerous for Uyghurs.46  

 
45 ȃTurkishȱLeaderȱCallsȱXinjiangȱKillingsȱȁGenocideǰȄȱReutersǰȱJulyȱ10ǰȱ200şǰȱhttps://www.reu 
ters.com/article/us-turkey-china-sb/turkish-leader-calls-xinjiang-killings-genocide-idUSTRE5 
6957D20090710. 
46 BradleyȱJardineǰȱȃGreatȱWallȱofȱSteelǱȱChinaȂsȱGlobalȱCampaignȱtoȱSuppressȱtheȱUyghursǰȄȱ
The Woodrow Wilson Center for International Scholars, March 2022, 

Uyghur orphanage main courtyard. Photo credit: Bradley 
Jardine 
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In March 2020 U.S. broadcaster National Public Radio reported 
thatȱ asȱmanyȱ asȱ Ś00ȱUyghursȱwereȱdetainedȱbyȱTurkeyȂsȱ securityȱ
services in 2019 alone.47 In January 2021, several Uyghurs were 
detained by police in raids on their homes in Istanbul and 
threatened with deportation to China amid accusations of being 
affiliated with Islamic State.48 Further, police banned Uyghur 
gatherings, citing concerns over the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. 
However, despite the ban many Uyghurs have attended protests 
outside the Chinese consulate in Istanbul in recent months, 
demanding information about their family, friends, neighbors, and 
other community members who had disappeared in the Uyghur 
region. In a separate incident, many Uyghurs were briefly detained 
by police after the Chinese embassy in Ankara complained about 
their protests.49 One Uyghur activist, Idris Hasan, fled the country 
after seeing his name on a list Ȯ made public by Turkish authorities 
Ȯ of Uyghur residents wanted by Beijing. He flew to Morocco but 
was detained in response to an Interpol notice (which was 
eventually removed, but Hasan still remains imprisoned).50  

 
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/media/uploads/documents/Great%20Wall_of_St
eel_rpt_web.pdf. 
47 ȃȁIȱthoughtȱitȱwouldȱbeȱsafeȂǱȱUighursȱinȱTurkeyȱnowȱfearȱChinaȂsȱlongȱarmǰȄȱNational Public 
Radio, March 13, 2020, https://www.npr.org/2020/03/13/800118582/i-thought-it-would-be-safe-
uighurs-in-turkey-now-fear-china-s-long-arm. 
48 ȃUyghursȱlivingȱinȱTurkeyȱfearȱdeportationȱtoȱChinaȱasȱpoliceȱdetainȱdozensǰȄȱStockholmȱ
Center for Freedom, January 22, 2021, https://stockholmcf.org/uyghurs-living-in-turkey-fear-
deportation-to-china-as-police-detain-dozens/. 
49 Asim Kashgarian and Ezel SahinkayaǰȱȃTurkeyȱCracksȱDownȱonȱUighurȱProtestorsȱafterȱChinaȱ
ComplainsǰȄȱVoice of America, March 2021, https://www.voanews.com/a/east-asia-pacific_turkey-
cracks-down-uighur-protesters-after-china-complains/6202920.html. 
50 AsimȱKashgarianǰȱȃUyghurȱManȂsȱLongȱJourneyȱtoȱFreedomȱMayȱEndȱwithȱReturnȱtoȱChinaǰȄȱ
Voice of America, January 13, 2022, https://www.voanews.com/a/uyghur-man-s-long-journey-to-
freedom-may-end-with-return-to-china/6395787.html. 
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Increasingly, the Chinese government is operating in Turkey 
largely unopposed. In February 2020, Jevlan Shirmemmet, a Uyghur 
living in Istanbul, had been campaigning for information about his 
motherȂsȱwhereaboutsȱinȱtheȱUyghurȱregionȱwhen he received a call 
from the Chinese Embassy in Ankara saying she had been arrested 
forȱ allegedlyȱ ȃaidingȱ terroristsǯȄȱ Fourȱ monthsȱ laterǰȱ Jevlanȱ
Shirmemmet received another unexpected call from his father in the 
Uyghur region telling him to stop his activism. He received similar 
calls from his uncle and younger brother.51  

In addition to its weakening rhetorical support for the Uyghur 
cause, Turkey has proven complicit in its arrests and harassment. In 

 
51 WilliamȱYangǰȱȃUyghurȱmanȱinȱTurkeyȱdemandsȱanswersȱfromȱBeijingȱaboutȱhisȱmomȂsȱfateǰȄȱ
Deutsche Welle Mandarin service, July 27, 2020, https://williamyang-35700.medium.com/uyghur-
man-in-turkey-demand-answers-from-beijing-about-his-moms-fate-f2a35c4a0221. 

Prayer room in the orphanage. Photo credit: Bradley Jardine 
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October 2016, Turkey imprisoned prominent Uyghur activist 
Abduqadir Yapchan, allegedly at the behest of the Chinese 
government. The 58-year-old Muslim religious teacher was born in 
KashgarȱbutȱhadȱlivedȱinȱTurkeyȱsinceȱ2002ǯȱInȱ200řǰȱChinaȂsȱParty-
stateȱ placedȱ Yapchanȱ onȱ itsȱ firstȱ ȃterroristȱ listǰȄȱ accusing him of 
having connections to ETIM. He was detained despite a Turkish 
court acquitting him of charges relating to terrorism.52 Other 
UyghursȱsayȱTurkeyȂsȱanti-terror forces have been visiting Uyghur 
neighborhoods and questioning community members about 
whether they have participated in anti-China movements. 

As mass internment has intensified, Turkey has also clamped 
down on domestic media coverage of human rights atrocities in the 
Uyghur region. During an official visit to Beijing in August 2017, 
Turkish Foreignȱ Ministerȱ Mevlütȱ Çavuşoğluȱ promisedǰȱ ȃWeȂllȱ
regardȱ ChinaȂsȱ securityȱ asȱ ourȱ securityǯȱ WeȂllȱ neverȱ allowȱ anyȱ
activitiesȱ thatȱ threatenȱ ChinaȂsȱ sovereigntyȱ andȱ securityȱ onȱ ourȱ
territoryȱorȱtheȱregionȱweȱareȱinǯȱWeȂllȱeliminateȱanyȱmediaȱreportingȱ
targetingȱChinaǯȄ53  

TurkeyȂsȱ governmentȱ hasȱ grownȱ increasinglyȱ closeȱ toȱ theȱ
Chinese government in recent years. In 2018, the countries signed a 
strategic partnership, signaling deeper coordination and 
cooperation. This partnership has been borne out in trade: in 2018, 
bilateral trade between China and Turkey amounted to USD 23.6 
billion.54 On at least one occasion, Uyghur investments in Turkey 
haveȱ attractedȱ BeijingȂsȱ attentionǯȱ Umerȱ Hemdullahǰȱ anȱ
independent Uyghur bookstore owner in Sefakoy, tells us his two 
brothers in the Uyghur region had been planning to build a 
USD 100 million Uyghur traditional medicine facility in Ankara 
before China arrested them both for unknown reasons and the 

 
52 ArslanȱTashȱandȱMamatjanȱJumaǰȱȃTurkishȱCourtȱRejectsȱChinaȂsȱRequestȱtoȱExtradite Uyghur 
ReligiousȱTeacherǰȄȱRadio Free Asia, April 2021, https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/turkey 
-dismiss-04092021192932.htmlǲȱȃExiledȱleaderȱclaimsȱChinaȱisȱbehindȱTurkeyȂsȱdecisionȱtoȱdetainȱ
aȱUyghurȱactivistǰȄȱRadioȱFreeȱAsiaȱviaȱRefworldǰȱOctoberȱ10ǰȱ201Ŝǰȱhttps://www.refworld.org/ 
docid/5811ff12a.html. 
53 LeȱTianǰȱȃTurkishȱFMǱȱChinaȂsȱSecurityȱisȱOurȱSecurityǰȄȱChinaȱGlobalȱTimesȱNetworkǰȱAugustȱ
2017, https://news.cgtn.com/news/3d557a4d7745544e/share_p.html. 
54 AsimȱKashgarianǰȱȃTurkeyȱTurnsȱDownȱCitizenshipȱforȱSomeȱUyghursǰȄȱMarchȱ1Ŝǰȱ2022ǰȱVoice 
of America, https://www.voanews.com/a/turkey-turns-down-citizenship-for-some-uyghurs/648 
8401.html. 
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construction project was left abandoned.55 ȃWeȱallȱhadȱsoȱmuchȱweȱ
planned to doȱforȱourȱpeopleǰȱbutȱChinaȱhasȱdestroyedȱourȱlivesǰȄȱheȱ
said. Umer Hemdullah was a religious scholar in Saudi Arabia until 
he fled to Istanbul in 2017 after the Chinese government refused to 
renewȱhisȱpassportǯȱȃIȱmadeȱitȱhereȱwithȱmyȱwifeȱandȱthreeȱofȱmy 
children, but China refuses to allow two of my children to leave the 
[Uyghur region] and come to Turkey. The Turkish embassy in China 
says it has asked for their release but there have been no updates 
andȱtheȱsituationȱremainsȱunchangedǰȄȱheȱsaidǯȱInȱan orphanage we 
visited on the outskirts of Istanbul, several of the children told us 
that their parents Ȯ Turkish citizens Ȯ had been detained in the 
Uyghur region and that they were left alone in Turkey with only 
friends of their family to care for them.  

Uyghurs in Turkey are expressing growing concern that they 
will no longer be safe in the face of these changing relations as they 
endure ongoing harassment, intimidation, and rendition through 
third-party countries.56 The Turkish government has, in other cases, 
sought to prevent the harassment and forcible rendition of other 
vulnerable communities within its borders: Turkish authorities have 
foiled two plots connected to the governments of Russia and Iran 
related to the attempted intimidation or abduction of individuals on 
Turkish soil.57  

VII. Legal and Technological 
Vulnerabilities 

Transnational repression has become a hallmark of the Uyghur 
crisis. Beijing has used the family members of Uyghurs in the 
diaspora to intimidate them, compel their return, and pursue them 

 
55 AhmetȱHamdiȱŞişmanǰȱȃChinaȂsȱUighurȱPersecutionȱLeavesȱaȱHospitalȱinȱtheȱTurkish Capital 
StalledǰȄȱStraturka (blog), June 8, 2020, https://www.straturka.com/chinas-uighur-persecution-
leaves-a-hospital-in-the-turkish-capital-stalled/. 
56 BradleyȱJardineǰȱEdwardȱLemonǰȱandȱNatalieȱHallǰȱȃNoȱSpaceȱLeftȱtoȱRunǱȱChinaȂsȱ
TransnationalȱRepressionȱofȱUyghursǰȄȱUHRPǰȱJuneȱ2Śǰȱ2021ǰȱhttps://uhrp.org/report/no-space-
left-to-run-chinas-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/. 
57 ȃTurkeyȱFoilsȱAllegedȱIranȱPlotȱtoȱKillȱIsraelisȱinȱIstanbulǰȄȱReuters, June 23, 2022, https://www 
.aljazeera.com/news/2022/6/23/turkey-foiled-iranian-plot-to-kill-israelis-in-istanbul-fm.  
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my children, but 
China refuses to 
allow two of my 
children to leave the 
[Uyghur region] and 
come to Turkey. The 
Turkish embassy in 
China says it has 
asked for their 
release but there 
have been no updates 
and the situation 
remainsȱunchanged,”ȱ
he said. 

https://www.straturka.com/chinas-uighur-persecution-leaves-a-hospital-in-the-turkish-capital-stalled/
https://www.straturka.com/chinas-uighur-persecution-leaves-a-hospital-in-the-turkish-capital-stalled/
https://uhrp.org/report/no-space-left-to-run-chinas-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/no-space-left-to-run-chinas-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2022/6/23/turkey-foiled-iranian-plot-to-kill-israelis-in-istanbul-fm
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through bilateral and multinational extradition efforts. This practice 
has further traumatized diaspora members, many of whom had 
beenȱ subjectedȱ toȱ BeijingȂsȱ repressiveȱ policies before their 
displacement. Reaching diaspora members with humanitarian 
assistance Ȯ including protection, documentation, and psychosocial 
support Ȯ is frequently complicated by the nature of the community, 
mostly urban refugees with limited resources, and in many cases 
precarious legal status within their host country. This research will 
consider previous state practice in reaching vulnerable refugee and 
diaspora populations and the lessons that may be learned for the 
Uyghur community.  

Statelessness and Refugee Challenges  

Many Uyghurs and Kazakhs from the Uyghur region live in a state 
of legal precarity as undocumented or under-documented migrants 
in second countries. Statelessness, according to the U.S. Department 
of State, is defined byȱtheȱbreakdownȱbetweenȱindividualsȂȱde jure or 
de facto relationship to the state, meaning that individuals lack 
documentation connecting them to a particular state or that they are 
not recognized as citizens of a particular state.58 This can be enforced 
through practices like those of the Chinese government, which, 
since the beginning of the crackdown, has routinely refused to 
renew the passports of Uyghurs living abroad, rendering them 
stateless, without valid identity papers of any kind, and therefore 
unable to travel.59 This statelessness further exposes the Uyghur 
community to the threat of arrest and potential deportation. The 
right to nationality is recognized in a series of international human 
rights instruments, including Article 15 of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (UDHR). As a UN member, China is obliged to 
meet the provisions of the UDHR; however, in the international 
system the UDHR is viewed as lex ferenda, or the law as it should be, 
making enforcement near impossible.60  

 
58 ȃStatelessnessǰȄȱUnited States Department of State (blog), accessed August 30, 2022, 
https://www.state.gov/other-policy-issues/statelessness/. 
59 ȃWeaponizedȱPassportsǱȱTheȱCrisisȱofȱUyghurȱStatelessnessǰȄȱUHRPǰȱAprilȱ1ǰȱ2020ǰȱ
https://uhrp.org/statement/weaponized-passports-the-crisis-of-uyghur-statelessness/. 
60 ȃInternationalȱstandardsȱrelatingȱtoȱnationalityȱandȱstatelessnessǰȄȱUnitedȱNationsȱOfficeȱofȱ
the High Commissioner for Human Rights, accessed on September 19, 2022, https://www.oh 

https://www.state.gov/other-policy-issues/statelessness/
https://uhrp.org/statement/weaponized-passports-the-crisis-of-uyghur-statelessness/
https://www.ohchr.org/en/nationality-and-statelessness/international-standards-relating-nationality-and-statelessness
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Further, in 2022, the government of Turkey started to deny 
someȱUyghursȂȱcitizenshipȱapplicationsȱbasedȱonȱȃrisksȱtoȱnationalȱ
securityǰȄȱorȱȃsocialȱorderǯȄȱUyghursȱhaveȱbeenȱshockedȱandȱevenȱ
traumatized by these communications. They are at a loss to 
understand why they would be considered by the Turkish state to 
beȱaȱȃriskȱtoȱnationalȱsecurityȄȱorȱaȱȃriskȱtoȱsocialȱorderǰȄȱespeciallyȱ
those who deliberately stayed away from peaceful protests or any 
online advocacy or publicity about the fate of their families back 
home. The existence of such denials has caused extreme alarm, 
affecting even those who did not receive a denial on these grounds, 
(for example, those who already have temporary or permanent 
residence status).  

TheȱdenialsȱonȱtheseȱgroundsȱheightenedȱUyghursȂ fears that at 
any time the Turkish government could take action against them, 
whether to cut off employment or educational options, to detain 
them or to deport them. Some of the Uyghurs who have had their 
applications denied have since left Turkey, instead relocating to a 
secondary host country in Europe. Previously, the Turkish 
government allowed Uyghurs to become citizens, and indicated that 
it would continue to do so, accepting 8,000 applications for 
citizenship in 2021 alone.61 However, one interviewee we spoke to, 
Leoǰȱ pointedȱ outȱ UyghursȂȱ fearȱ thatȱ ifȱ theyȱ applyȱ forȱ aȱ Turkishȱ
passport, it makes any future asylum claims in European countries 
more challenging, as they cannot claim to be at immediate risk of 
deportationȱtoȱChinaǯȱLeoȱobservedǰȱȃIȱspokeȱwith one woman who 
canȂtȱ meetȱ herȱ familyȱ inȱ Europeǰȱ andȱ sheȱ hasȱ beenȱ weighingȱ upȱ
whether to apply for Turkish citizenship or whether this would just 
make reconnecting with her family more difficult. The problem is 
worse due to the expiration of passports as many European states 
donȂtȱ acceptȱ refugeesȱ withoutȱ passportsȱ orȱ government-issued 
identityȱpapersǯȄȱ 

This dilemma has created intense fear and uncertainty, as 
Uyghurs in the diaspora community fear that there is no pathway 

 
chr.org/en/nationality-and-statelessness/international-standards-relating-nationality-and-
statelessness.  
61 AsimȱKashgarianǰȱȃTurkeyȱTurnsȱDownȱCitizenshipȱforȱSomeȱUyghursǰȄȱVoice of America, 
March 16, 2022, https://www.voanews.com/a/turkey-turns-down-citizenship-for-some-
uyghurs/6488401.html. No updated information about the status of these applications has been 
made available. 

https://www.ohchr.org/en/nationality-and-statelessness/international-standards-relating-nationality-and-statelessness
https://www.ohchr.org/en/nationality-and-statelessness/international-standards-relating-nationality-and-statelessness
https://www.voanews.com/a/turkey-turns-down-citizenship-for-some-uyghurs/6488401.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/turkey-turns-down-citizenship-for-some-uyghurs/6488401.html
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to resolve the legal limbo, raising the prospect of being unable to 
obtain legal status in any country, and leaving them permanently 
unable to obtain safe haven from the risk of deportation, and unable 
toȱ earnȱ anȱ incomeȱ orȱ provideȱ forȱ theirȱ childrenȂsȱ educationȱ andȱ
material needs. In Kazakhstan, many Uyghur and ethnic Kazakh 
refugees fleeing China to Kazakhstan are not permitted to stay for 
longer than a year, meaning that they have to migrate onward for 
their safety and security. Ersin Erkinuly, a Kazakh, escaped the 
Uyghur region to Kazakhstan in late 2019. However, he did not feel 
safe from deportation there; in 2020, he fled first to Turkey and then 
to Ukraine. After trying to flee to other European countries, Erkinuly 
was detained several times by the Ukrainian authorities. He was 
released in Kyiv when Russia invaded Ukraine in February 2022. 
Erkinuly escaped to Poland and then to Germany, where he was 
detained in July 2022.62  

Constant migration requires funds, documentation, and a safe 
endpoint ȯ which, as our research indicates, are far from 
guaranteed. Ethnic-Kyrgyz refugees to Kyrgyzstan are also not 
givenȱ asylumȱ statusȱ andȱ areȱ insteadȱ givenȱ aȱ ȃspecialȱ residentȱ
permitǰȄȱwhichȱcanȱbeȱrenewedȱforȱupȱtoȱfiveȱyearsǯ63 However, as 
inȱ Ovalbekȱ TurdakunȂsȱ caseǰȱ theȱ Kyrgyzȱ government refused to 
renew his permit after two years, which suggests that this matter is 
highly discretionary and inconsistent.64  

Nevertheless, there is a solution to this statelessness. In Sweden, 
Germany, and Canada, immigration agencies can access accurate 
and up-to-date information on the political situation in countries of 
origin and the threats to political, religious, and ethnic minorities 
when assessing asylum applications through systems they have 
built. The availability of this information increases awareness 

 
62 AsimȱKashgarianǰȱȃFromȱChinaȱtoȱTurkeyǰȱUkraineǱȱ2ȱMenȂsȱSearchȱforȱSafetyǰȄȱVoiceȱofȱ
America, March 5, 2022, https://www.voanews.com/a/from-china-to-turkey-ukraine-2-men-s-
search-for-safety/6471359.htmlǲȱCatherineȱPutzǰȱȃEthnicȱKazakhȱFromȱXinjiangȱDetainedȱinȱ
EuropeǰȱAgainǰȄȱThe Diplomat, July 15, 2022, https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/ethnic-kazakh-
from-xinjiang-detained-in-europe-again/. 
63 ȃLegalȱStatusȱofȱForeignȱNationalsȱinȱtheȱKyrgyzȱRepublicǰȄȱHGȱLegalȱResourcesǰȱaccessed 
August 30, 2022, https://www.hg.org/legal-articles/legal-status-of-foreign-nationals-in-the-
kyrgyz-republic-4891. 
64 JohanaȱBhuiyanǰȱȃFormerȱXinjiangȱDetaineeȱArrivesȱinȱUSȱtoȱTestifyȱoverȱRepeatedȱTortureȱHeȱ
SaysȱHeȱWasȱSubjectedȱToǰȄȱThe Guardian, April 13, 2022, https://www.theguardian.com 
/world/2022/apr/13/former-xinjiang-detainee-arrives-in-us-to-testify-over-china-abuses. 

https://www.voanews.com/a/from-china-to-turkey-ukraine-2-men-s-search-for-safety/6471359.html
https://www.voanews.com/a/from-china-to-turkey-ukraine-2-men-s-search-for-safety/6471359.html
https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/ethnic-kazakh-from-xinjiang-detained-in-europe-again/
https://thediplomat.com/2022/07/ethnic-kazakh-from-xinjiang-detained-in-europe-again/
https://www.hg.org/legal-articles/legal-status-of-foreign-nationals-in-the-kyrgyz-republic-4891
https://www.hg.org/legal-articles/legal-status-of-foreign-nationals-in-the-kyrgyz-republic-4891
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/apr/13/former-xinjiang-detainee-arrives-in-us-to-testify-over-china-abuses
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among immigration officials about different forms of repression 
used by origin states. It also helps to build resistance to extradition 
or repatriation requests by authoritarian governments. These 
systems could be further strengthened by thorough vetting 
procedures for any interpreters employed at the agencies to ensure 
that they are not acting as agents of, or vulnerable to the demands 
of, a foreign state. Immigration agency staff should also be trained 
onȱ authoritarianȱ statesȂȱ motivesȱ andȱ tactics for engaging in 
transnational repression. Staff also need to be mindful of the 
difference between Han and Uyghur asylum seekers, the different 
threats they face, and the linguistic needs they have.  

In the U.S., a large and complicated immigration system has 
resulted in a back-logged system: as of the end of 2020, there were 
more than 386,000 overall pending applications for affirmative 
asylum in the U.S. from around the world.65 This lack of security 
detersȱ UyghursȂȱ abilityȱ andȱ desireȱ toȱ engageȱ inȱ activism, 
discourages contact with law enforcement, and seriously impacts 
their day-to-day health and livelihoods. As one Uyghur, Ahmad, 
notedȱtoȱusǰȱȃMyȱasylumȱapplicationȱhasȱbeenȱpendingȱsinceȱMayȱ
2019, and I have no clarity. It makes me feel nervous and afraid, and 
it is hard to build a life living in that state of mind. They just keep 
telling me they have a backlog of applications. For several months 
20Ȯ30 of us would gather at the office in Fairfax [Virginia] to protest 
the delays and make officers aware of our situation and struggles. 
There are a significant number of us still awaiting these asylum 
interviewsǯȄ66  

Uyghurs have also expressed that the persistent lack of status 
in the U.S. poses an additional challenge: the filing fees ȯ many of 
which are higher for individuals without prior status in the U.S. ȯ 
andȱȃendlessȄȱrequirementsȱforȱpaperworkǰȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱneedȱforȱ
documentation such as birth certificates, which are all but 
impossible for Uyghurs to obtain from the Chinese government.67 
Initial reports indicate that USCIS now recognizes and 
accommodates cases where official documents are unobtainable; 

 
65 Affirmative asylum claims are made by people who are not in removal proceedings and are 
proactively seeking protection from persecution within the United States.  
66 Bradley Jardine, interview with Ahmad, audio, September 19, 2022. 
67 Bradley Jardine, interview with Dr. Henryk Szadziewski. 
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UHRP and other NGOs are currently seeking clarification. Some 
Uyghurs we have interviewed have noted that they have received 
aid for fees from other members of the Uyghur community, but as 
far as we are aware there is no dedicated effort in place to provide 
such assistance.  

International organizations have heightened this sense of 
precarity. Interpol Ȯ formally the International Criminal Police 
Organization Ȯ facilitates international cooperation on criminal 
matters.68 Despite this, in a practice that has come to be known as 
ȃInterpolȱ abuseǰȄȱ theȱ governmentsȱ ofȱ countriesǰȱ includingȱChinaǰȱ
issue Interpol Red Notices in an attempt to induce other 
governments to detain exiles and dissidents beyond their borders as 
in the case of Idris Hasan detained in Morocco.  

As a result of these challenges to legal immigration and 
UyghursȂȱriskȱofȱenforcedȱstatelessnessǰȱmanyȱUyghursȱcannotȱworkȱ
legally or send their children to school. This precarity presents a 
humanitarian need that has gone largely unmet. One Uyghur living 
in Turkey told us in Septemberȱ2022ȱthatȱheȱcouldȱnotȱgetȱaȱdriverȂsȱ
license and that he and his family were dependent on his wife, who 
made bedding at home and sold it on the street, and that their 
children were unable to attend school. He added that about 300 
Uyghurs in Istanbul were illicitly renting stalls on a day-to-day basis 
in the bazaar to sell goods.69  

Cyberattacks 

Since 2002, the Chinese state has engaged in an unparalleled 
campaign of digital transnational repression as part of its efforts to 
coerce and control Uyghurs living abroad. The Chinese government 
and its security services have leveraged the interconnectivity of the 
globalized, digital world and are harassing Uyghurs living abroad. 

 
68 Interpol notices are a method for distributing information about wanted or missing people and 
stolen passports among member states; they are not international arrest warrants. Interpol 
prohibits its members from using notices to engage in political, military, or religious activities. 
This means that countries should only submit notices and diffusions in cases of ordinary, non-
political crime. A diffusion is information that is shared directly between member states rather 
than by Interpol. 
69 ȃWeaponizedȱPassportsǱȱTheȱCrisisȱofȱUyghurȱStatelessnessǰȄȱUHRPǰȱAprilȱ1ǰȱ2020ǰȱ
https://uhrp.org/statement/weaponized-passports-the-crisis-of-uyghur-statelessness/.  
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This approach includes spyware, intelligence collection, data 
gathering, coercion-by-proxy, and intimidation. The Chinese Party-
state has used these tools to silence Uyghurs living abroad, in some 
casesȱtoȱgreatȱeffectǲȱinȱothersǰȱtheȱChineseȱgovernmentȂsȱattemptsȱtoȱ
stifle Uyghur voices have only made Uyghurs speak louder and 
push for their voices to be heard.  

Most of the cases we documented in our November 2021 report, 
ȃYourȱ Familyȱ Willȱ SufferǰȄȱ wereȱ incidentsȱ ofȱ cyberattacksȱ andȱ
malware ȯ often in a bid to collect information on Uyghurs and 
their activities abroad. Relatedly, the next most common trend was 
intelligence and data collection, often coupled with coercion-by-
proxyǰȱwithȱtheȱChineseȱgovernmentȱthreateningȱUyghursȂȱfamiliesȱ
in the Uyghur region unless the diaspora Uyghurs handed over data 
about themselves, their friends and neighbors, or their community 
in their country of exile. We also found many documented cases of 
coercion-by-proxy on foreign soil, in which Uyghurs were told to 
return to the Uyghur region to prevent their families from being 
arrested and put in the camps. These methods offer a window into 
the persistent harassment, intimidation, and everyday insecurity 
Uyghurs experience at the hands of the Chinese state. 

Technology companies have sought to address the many ways 
that their tools can be used for malign purposes through creating 
special safety programs for individuals who are at high risk. Google 
has rolled out an Advanced Protection Program, and Facebook has 
Facebook Protect, which is meant to support targeted individuals. 
Facebook, in particular, has become a critical place for Uyghurs to 
meet and be part of a larger community. While tech companies have 
set up these programs, many in at-risk communities remain 
unaware of how to use them. They may also feel that even if the 
programs work as intended, Chinese agents have so many other 
ways to reach them to intimidate or coerce them, that it is useless to 
try using these tools.  

In ȃYourȱFamilyȱWillȱSufferǰȄ we surveyed 72 Uyghurs living 
in diaspora communities in liberal democracies across North 
America, the Asia Pacific, and Europe, 95.8 percent of whom 
reported feeling threatened, and 73.5 percent of whom noted that 
they had experienced digital risks, threats, or other forms of online 
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harassment.70 Members of Uyghur communities worldwide are 
interested in protecting themselves, with 89.7 percent of 
respondents expressing interest in increasing their security 
knowledge. However, many respondents did not feel that this 
protection would necessarily come from their home governments Ȯ 
44.1 percent felt that their host governments take the intimidation 
they face seriously, while only 20.5 percent felt that the host 
governments would fix these issues.71 To answer this rising tide of 
digital repression, governments and technology companies must 
work closely with civil society and targeted individuals and 
communities. 

VIII. Psychosocial 
Vulnerabilities of 
Uyghurs Living in 
Diaspora Communities  

Uyghurs abroad face complex challenges as survivors or secondary 
survivors of an ongoing genocide. These psychosocial challenges 
presentȱaȱthreatȱtoȱUyghursȂȱshort-term and long-term well-being. 
Every member of the diaspora community has been cut off from 
family and their homeland for the past six years, and this situation 
is unlikely to change in the foreseeable future. Until the Chinese 
governmentȂsȱXinjiangȱpoliciesȱchangeǰȱtheȱUyghurs will essentially 
be an exile community, given the progressing stamping out of the 
Uyghur identity and community in their homeland. The 
psychosocial impacts of community-wide trauma stemming from 

 
70 NatalieȱHallȱandȱBradleyȱJardineǰȱȃȁYourȱFamilyȱWillȱSufferȂǱȱHowȱChinaȱIsȱHackingǰȱ
SurveillingǰȱandȱIntimidatingȱUyghursȱinȱLiberalȱDemocraciesǰȄȱUHRP, November 10, 2021, 
https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-
intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/. 
71 NatalieȱHallȱandȱBradleyȱJardineǰȱȃȁYourȱFamilyȱWillȱSufferȂǱȱHowȱChinaȱIsȱHackingǰȱ
SurveillingǰȱandȱIntimidatingȱUyghursȱinȱLiberalȱDemocraciesǰȄȱUHRPǰȱNovemberȱ10ǰȱ2021ǰȱ
https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-
intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/. 
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the genocide and the prospect of multi-generational exile include 
damage to emotional wellbeing and relationships; family, kinship 
and community networks; social values; and cultural survival.72  

ThisȱsectionȱexaminesȱdiasporaȱUyghursȂȱeconomicǰȱsocialǰȱandȱ
psychological deprivations requiring a humanitarian response. As a 
result ofȱtheȱChineseȱgovernmentȂsȱhumanȱrightsȱviolationsȱinȱtheȱ
Uyghur region, Uyghurs and other Turkic survivors have been 
stripped of their properties and cut off from their assets.73 Targeted 
persecution abroad also includes withholding passports, birth 
certificates, and other identity papers required for economic self-
sufficiency and livelihoods, whether operating a business, obtaining 
a legal permit to work, enrolling children in school, or obtaining 
higher education and skills certifications for employment. As a 
result, Uyghurs abroad live in a persistent precarity that impacts 
their economic well-being and that of their families, as well as their 
psychological well-being. Individual trauma also affects overall 
health and ability to attend to studies, work, and family 
responsibilities. Lastly, this section examines the impact of cultural 
and linguistic erasure in the Uyghur region. Diaspora communities 
and CSOs have sought to protect Uyghur culture and identity, as 
well as to continue teaching Uyghurs. 

Family Separation, Single-Parent Families, 
Orphans, Homelessness 

TheȱChineseȱgovernmentȂsȱhumanȱrightsȱviolationsȱinȱtheȱUyghurȱ
region have separated families worldwide. Interviewees estimated 
that in Turkey alone, there are at least 1,000 children without 
parents.74 Some were previously sent abroad to study, some were 
staying with overseas relatives when their parents were suddenly 
detained during a family visit or business trip back to China 
(undertaken before the extent of the crackdown was known). These 

 
72 AdaptedȱfromȱȃWhatȱIsȱPsychosocialȱSupportǵȄȱPapyrusǰȱOctoberȱ2ǰȱ201Şǰȱhttps://papyrus-
project.org/what-is-psychosocial-support/. 
73 SeeǱȱȃUnderȱtheȱGavelǱȱEvidenceȱofȱUyghur-ownedȱPropertyȱSeizedȱandȱSoldȱOnlineǰȄȱUHRPǰȱ
September 21, 2021, https://uhrp.org/report/under-the-gavel-evidence-of-uyghur-owned-
property-seized-and-sold-online/. 
74 Bradley Jardine, interview with Hikmet Hasanoff, September 7, 2022. 
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unaccompanied minors often lack documentation, means to protect 
themselves, or a way to earn money, making them highly vulnerable 
to trafficking. When stateless, Uyghurs cannot find legal jobs in their 
adopted host countries, forcing them to engage in the shadow 
economy to survive. Children cannot attend school without proper 
documentation. As more Uyghurs have disappeared into the camps, 
more of their loved ones living abroad have been stranded without 
their primary providers and caretakers, resulting in a growing 
number of orphaned and homeless Uyghurs. In Turkey, Uyghur 
children have joined criminal gangs, with some as young as 14 and 
15 being drawn toward crime and drugs.  

Hikmet Hassanoff, founder of the Shukr Foundation, estimates 
that there are about 2,000Ȯřǰ000ȱȃwidowsȄȱandȱ1ǰ000ȱorphansȱlivingȱ
inȱTurkeyǯȱTheseȱȃwidowsȄȱȮ women whose husbands have been 
imprisoned or detained Ȯ often lack the Turkish language skills or 
adequate documentation to access necessary medical care and 
schooling for themselves and their families. Hikmet Hasanoff 
observed that many women lack employable skills, as they have not 
traditionally been responsible for the financial well-being of their 
families. This has only been compounded by the realities of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and resultingȱinflationǱȱȃManyȱǽwomenǾȱwhoȱ
had found work in restaurants or washing dishes were forced out of 
work after COVID-19, and they have struggled to get back on their 
feetǳȱTheȱ heavyȱ inflationȱ inȱ Turkeyȱhasȱ destroyedȱ theseȱ incomeȱ
streams, and where people had previously been surviving, they are 
nowȱbarelyȱmakingȱ endsȱmeetǯȄȱAnotherȱ intervieweeǰȱ Leoǰȱ notedȱ
that in Turkey, Uyghur small businesses have been negatively 
impacted by the depreciating currency and inflation, and many 
people were either forced to quit their jobs or sell their businesses to 
work in factories.75  

This family separation is closely related to collective trauma, 
with many Uyghurs reporting sadness, trauma, and loss related to 
beingȱseparatedȱfromȱtheirȱfamiliesǯȱȃInȱ201ŝǰȱIȱlostȱallȱcontactȱwithȱ
my family after the mass arrests began. Soon after, I deleted WeChat 
and apps I had used to communicate with them as I was afraid I 
wouldȱputȱthemȱinȱdangerǰȄȱAhmadǰȱaȱUyghurȱlivingȱinȱVirginiaǰȱ

 
75 Bradley Jardine, interview with Leo, audio, September 21, 2022. 
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toldȱ usǯȱ ȃIȱ becameȱ deeplyȱ depressedȱ andȱ struggledǯȄȱ Gauharȱ
Qurmanalieva, a woman based in Kazakhstan, confirmed to us that 
she had not spoken to her family members in the Uyghur region 
since 2018 because they were afraid of the consequences. Another 
Uyghur living in Istanbul who used the name Nufisa told the Shukr 
Foundationǰȱ ȃTheȱ painȱ ofȱ notȱ knowingȱ whatȱ hasȱ becomeȱ ofȱ our 
parentsȱ andȱ relativesȱ isȱ unbearableǳȱBecauseȱweȱ donȂtȱ haveȱ ourȱ
ownȱlandǰȱweȱrelyȱonȱeachȱotherȱperhapsȱmoreȱthanȱotherȱpeopleǳȱ
All we have is each other. The thought that we might never see or 
hearȱfromȱthemȱagainȱisȱaȱtormentȱIȱcanȂtȱdescribeǯȱIȱfeelȱas if I have 
beenȱ tornȱ intoȱaȱmillionȱpiecesǳȱTheȱsimpleȱ thoughtȱofȱwhatȱhasȱ
happened and is happening now is a sharp pain that never goes 
awayǯȄ76 

Collective Trauma 

Uyghursȱ worldwideȱ areȱ experiencingȱ ongoingȱ griefǰȱ survivorȂsȱ
guilt, and other forms of intense emotional distress due to the 
Chineseȱ governmentȂsȱ humanȱ rightsȱ violationsȱ inȱ theȱ Uyghurȱ
region. In short, the Uyghur diaspora is suffering collective trauma. 
A variety of other terms refer to the same experience, including 
community-wide trauma, historic grief, historical trauma, 
intergenerational posttraumatic stress disorder, intergenerational 
trauma, and multigenerational trauma.77 

Uyghurs have been separated from their families, friends, and 
loved ones; many report harassment while living abroad. As has 
been reported in The New York Times and other media,78 Uyghur 
communities are experiencing ongoing trauma and the full range of 
effects often grouped under the rubric of complex post-traumatic 

 
76 RuthȱIngramǰȱȃTimeȱIsȱNoȱHealerȱforȱUyghurȱȁWidowsȂȱandȱȁOrphansȂȱinȱTurkeyǰȄȱBitter 
Winter Magazine, June 6, 2019, https://bitterwinter.org/time-is-no-healer-for-uyghur-widows-
and-orphans-in-turkey/. 
77 Wehmah Jones and Tammie M. Causey-KonatéǰȱȃUnderstandingȱCollectiveȱTraumaǰȄȱNationalȱ
Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance (NCEE), Institute of Education 
Sciences (IES), U.S. Department of Education, accessed on January 17, 2023, https://ies.ed.gov 
/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/events/pdf/2021jan21/Addressing-Collective-Trauma-2-508.pdf. 
78 See, for example: Amy Qin and Sui-LeeȱWeeǰȱȃȁAȱDailyȱCloudȱofȱSufferingȂǱȱAȱCrackdownȱinȱ
ChinaȱIsȱFeltȱAbroadǰȄȱNew York Times, June 11, 2021, https://tinyurl.com/2s4eja5m, and Andrew 
McCormickǰȱȃUyghursȱoutsideȱChinaȱareȱtraumatizedǯȱNowȱtheyȂreȱstartingȱtoȱtalkȱaboutȱitǰȄȱ
MIT Technology Review, June 16, 2021, https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/06/16/ 
1026357/uyghurs-china-minorities-trauma-telehealth-social-media/. 

https://bitterwinter.org/time-is-no-healer-for-uyghur-widows-and-orphans-in-turkey/
https://bitterwinter.org/time-is-no-healer-for-uyghur-widows-and-orphans-in-turkey/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/events/pdf/2021jan21/Addressing-Collective-Trauma-2-508.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/southwest/events/pdf/2021jan21/Addressing-Collective-Trauma-2-508.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/2s4eja5m
https://www.technologyreview.com/2021/06/16/1026357/uyghurs-china-minorities-trauma-telehealth-social-media/
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stress (CPTSD), which has also been found among other 
communities of displaced and persecuted refugees.79 They 
experience ambiguous loss, ongoing unresolved grief, and 
survivorȂsȱ guiltǰȱ withȱ effectsȱ includingȱ depressionǰȱ anxietyǰȱ sleepȱ
disorders including night terrors, insomnia, and intra-familial 
stress. According to an informal online survey conducted by Dr. 
Memet Imin in 2018, 90 percent of the almost 1,100 Uyghur 
respondentsȱ wereȱ experiencingȱ ȃdeepȱ psychologicalȱ stressǯȄȱ
Accordingȱ toȱ Drǯȱ IminȂsȱ researchǰȱ Uyghursȱ acrossȱ theȱ diaspora 
communityȱoftenȱexperienceȱȃfeelingsȱofȱhopelessnessǰȱangerǰȱandȱ
depressionǯȄȱAlmostȱ2śȱpercentȱofȱrespondentsȱsaidȱtheyȱregularlyȱ
experienced thoughts of suicide Ȯ roughly five times the adult 
average in the U.S.80 Dr. Imin noted that this was likely an 
undercount due to fears of sharing information in the context of 
active espionage attempts in Uyghur communities and the 
stigmatization of discussing these challenges.81  

Mehmet Tohti, founder and Executive Director of the Uyghur 
Rights Advocacy Project (URAP), described the trauma many 
Uyghursȱ inȱ hisȱ communityȱ inȱ Canadaȱ feelǱȱ ȃOurȱ peopleȱ haveȱ
accumulated a great deal of trauma Ȯ it is like a toxic substance. You 
remember the pain every time you sit at a table alone and think of 
theȱlovedȱonesȱwhoȱarenȂtȱthereǯȱIȱhavenȂtȱseenȱmyȱfamilyȱforȱoverȱ
ř1ȱyearsǯȱItȂsȱaȱlifelongȱpunishmentȱfromȱtheȱChineseȱstateǯȱWhoeverȱ
you talk with, they all share remarkably common experiences 
wherever they reside. Not knowing the whereabouts or condition of 
lovedȱ onesȱ isȱ aȱ constantȱ tormentǯȄ82 Ahmad noted to us that the 

 
79 AngelaȱNickersonȱetȱalǯǰȱȃTheȱFactorȱStructureȱofȱComplexȱPosttraumaticȱStressȱDisorderȱinȱ
TraumatizedȱRefugeesǰȄȱEuropean Journal of Psychotraumatology 7, no. 1 (December 2016): 33253, 
https://doi.org/10.3402/ejpt.v7.33253. 
80 ȃSuicideǰȄȱNationalȱInstituteȱofȱMental Health (NIMH), accessed August 22, 2022, https://w 
ww.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/suicide. 
81 According to London-based The Rights Practice, UyghursȱlivingȱinȱtheȱUKȱȃliveȱinȱfearȱofȱtheȱ
ChineseȱstateǯȄȱAccordingȱtoȱtheirȱreportingǰȱŜ2ȱpercentȱofȱthoseȱsurveyedȱwereȱȃworriedȱaboutȱ
being followed and monitored by Chinese authorities and alert to the presence of CCP spies in 
the UK who might use information about their activities overseas against family members back 
homeǯȄȱForȱmoreǰȱseeȱRuthȱIngramǰȱȃSurvivorȂsȱGuiltǰȱaȱUighurȱExileȂsȱConstantȱCompanionǰȄȱ
The New Arab, June 4, 2021, https://english.alaraby.co.uk/features/survivors-guilt-uighur-exiles-
constant-companionǰȱandȱȃChinaȂsȱlongȱarmǱȱHowȱUyghursȱareȱbeingȱsilencedȱinȱEuropeǰȄȱIndex 
on Censorship, February 2022, https://www.indexoncensorship.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/ 
index-report-2022_uyghurs_web.pdf.  
82 Bradley Jardine, interview with Mehmet Tohti, audio, September 6, 2022. 
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news of recent starvations as a part of the AugustȮSeptember 2022 
ȃZeroȱ CovidȄȱ policiesȱ inȱ theȱ Uyghurȱ regionȱ hadȱ keptȱ himȱ upȱ atȱ
night, made him very depressed, and affected his ability to focus 
and control his emotions, which has impacted relationships with 
friends and colleagues.  

These feelings, as Abdurresit Celil Karluk noted in his chapter 
in Exchange of Experiences for the Future: Japanese and Turkish 
Humanitarian Aid and Support Activities in Conflict Zones on Uyghur 
refugeesȱ inȱ Turkeyǰȱ areȱ exacerbatedȱ byȱ theȱ feelingȱ ofȱ ȃconstantlyȱ
beingȱ threatenedǯȄȱ Karlukȱ notesǱȱ ȃThisȱ situationȱ hasȱ causedȱ theȱ
prevalence of serious psychological depression in migrants and 
revealed the situation of immigrants living in a sense of insecurity. 
[Uyghurs] could not benefit from any of the facilities provided to 
the Syrian [refugees]. [Uyghurs], possessed by financial difficulties, 
hopelessness and psychological breakdown, have become open to 
various casesȱofȱabuseǯȄ83  

Kazakh and Uyghur torture survivors experience intense 
ongoing trauma stemming from their experiences in the Chinese 
governmentȂsȱ systemȱ ofȱ campsȱ andȱ theȱ carceralȱ systemǯȱ Afterȱ
arriving in a host country, many of these survivors do not seek 
necessary medical treatment out of fear that it will put their families 
in the Uyghur region in danger. Some choose to keep to themselves, 
isolated from the wider community.84  

Bill Clark, a program director for Peace Catalyst and one of the 
leaders of the Uyghur Wellness Initiative (UWI), which helps 
UyghursȱsufferingȱfromȱtraumaǰȱnotedȱthatȱȃManyȱUyghursȱsufferȱ
depression Ȯ a severe form that prevents them from getting out of 
bed for days on end. Several of our networks have said they suffer 
from this severe depression, and many struggle to maintain jobs or 
stayȱinȱschoolǯȄȱThomasȱSchulzeǰȱaȱresearcherȱconductingȱaȱstudyȱofȱ
UyghursȂȱ traumaǰȱnotedȱ thatȱȃSomeȱofȱ theȱUyghursȱIȱhaveȱ talkedȱ
with seem fine on the surface, but they have a deep sense of loss that 
prohibits them from living a full life. They are normal during the 

 
83 AbdürreşitȱCelilȱKarlukǰȱȃUyghurȱRefugeesȱLivingȱinȱTurkeyȱandȱTheirȱProblemsǰȄȱinȱExchange 
of Experiences for the Future: Japanese and Turkish Humanitarian Aid and Support Activities in Conflict 
ZonesǰȱedsȱDündarǰȱAǯȱMerthanȱandȱUygulamalıȱBilimlerȱFakültesiȱǻAnkaraǱȱAnkaraȱÜniversitesiȱ
Basımeviǰȱ201ŞǼǯ 
84 Bradley Jardine, interview with Aina, audio, September 21, 2022. 
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day, but at night they worry about their relatives back home and are 
reduced to tears. The lack of closure and uncertainty keeps them in 
aȱperpetualȱstateȱofȱfearȱandȱanxietyǯȄ85 

This stigmatization of mental health care among Uyghurs has 
deep historical roots: the Chinese state has often weaponized 
diagnoses of mental health disorders to criticize, discredit, and 
imprison activists and dissidents. Mingsheng Guancha, a Chinese 
human rights website, recorded 510 cases of dissidents being 
forcibly entered into psychiatric facilities between 2007 and 2020.86 
A 2022 Safeguard Defenders report found that 99 people in China 
had been placed in psychiatric care against their will 144 times 
between 2015 and 2021, likely the tip of the iceberg due to the 
extreme secrecy surrounding this practice.87  

Like many others around the world, some Uyghurs, especially 
fromȱtheȱolderȱgenerationsǰȱfeelȱthatȱȃmentalȱhealthȄȱisȱaȱcodedȱtermȱ
forȱȃmentalȱillnessȄȱandȱthatȱdifficultiesȱwithȱemotional and mental 
health are a weakness or disorder that shames the sufferers and their 
families.88 

Cultural Trauma: Cultural and Linguistic Erasure 

Uyghurs in the diaspora community are also experiencing collective 
grief over their likely permanent exile from their homeland. This is 
knownȱ asȱ culturalȱ traumaǰȱ ȃaȱ processȱ initiatedȱ byȱ aȱ horrendousȱ
event that is believed to have significantly affected a cultural 
membership, forever embedded in their memory and permanently 
changingȱ theirȱ identityǯȄ89 The disruption caused by the Chinese 

 
85 Bradley Jardine, interview with Thomas Schulze, audio, September 6, 2022.  
86 DahaiȱHanǰȱȃChinaȱUsesȱMentalȱIllnessȱtoȱDiscreditǰȱImprisonȱDissidentsǰȱRightsȱObserversȱ
SayǰȄȱVoice of America, September 30, 2020, https://www.voanews.com/a/east-asia-pacific_voa-
news-china_china-uses-mental-illness-discredit-imprison-dissidents-rights/6196591.html. 
87 ȃMentalȱTortureǱȱChinaȱIsȱLockingȱupȱCriticsȱinȱPsychiatricȱFacilitiesǰȄȱSafeguardȱDefendersǰȱ
August 16, 2022, https://safeguarddefenders.com/en/blog/mental-torture-china-locking-critics-
psychiatric-facilities. 
88 Uyghur Wellness Initiative, accessed August 22, 2022, https://www.uyghurwellnessinitiative 
.com; Amy Qin and Sui-LeeȱWeeǰȱȃȁAȱDailyȱCloudȱofȱSufferingȂǱȱAȱCrackdownȱinȱChinaȱIsȱFeltȱ
AbroadǰȄȱThe New York Times, November 6, 2021, https://www.nytimes.com/2021/11/06/world 
/asia/uyghur-mental-health-china.html. 
89 JocelynȱPoeǰȱȃTheorizingȱCommunalȱTraumaǱȱExaminingȱtheȱRelationshipȱbetweenȱRaceǰȱ
SpatialȱImaginariesǰȱandȱPlanningȱinȱtheȱUǯSǯȱSouthǰȄȱPlanning Theory 21, no. 1 (2021): 56Ȯ76. 
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governmentȂsȱ ongoingȱ crimesȱ againstȱ humanityȱ andȱ violenceȱ
against Uyghurs both within China and abroad has harmed Uyghur 
livelihoods and communities worldwide. As millions have been 
taken to the camps, many who have escaped have taken on the 
responsibility of preserving and transmitting a living Uyghur 
culture, language, identity, and history.  

In the Uyghur region itself, the Chinese government has 
intentionally and systematically targeted and destroyed or altered 
physical markers of Uyghur culture and traditions, including 
approximately 16,000 mosques in the Uyghur region (65 percent of 
the total), graveyards, and other important sites sacred to Uyghurs, 
such as shrines and pilgrimage routes, even those supposedly 
protected by Chinese law.90 The Chinese government has also 
specifically targeted Uyghur intellectuals in its crackdowns, with 
the long-term imprisonment of writers, poets, and professors, as 
well as business leaders and economists, among others, to 
undermine and indeed erase Uyghur cultural heritage and 
community autonomy.91  

The Chinese government has also sought to transform Uyghur 
everydayȱ identityȱ byȱ targetingȱ UyghursȂȱ homesǰȱ faithǰȱ dietsȱ
(introducing pork and alcohol), arts, and language to forcibly 
assimilate Uyghursȱ intoȱ theȱ ȃChineseȱ nationȄȱ andȱ eraseȱ anyȱ
indigenous, transnational, autonomous, or Islamic features that 
make Uyghur culture and identity unique.92 In an interview with 

 
90 NathanȱRuserȱetȱalǯǰȱȃCulturalȱErasureǰȄȱAustralianȱStrategicȱPolicyȱInstituteǰȱSeptemberȱ2Śǰȱ
2020, http://www.aspi.org.au/report/cultural-erasure. 
91 AbdullahȱQazanchiȱandȱAbduweliȱAyupǰȱȃTheȱDisappearanceȱofȱUyghurȱIntellectualȱandȱ
CulturalȱElitesǱȱAȱNewȱFormȱofȱEliticideǰȄȱUHRPǰȱDecemberȱŞǰȱ2021ǰȱhttps://uhrp.org/report/the-
disappearance-of-uyghur-intellectual-and-cultural-elites-a-new-form-of-eliticide/. 
92 SeeǱȱAustinȱRamzyȱandȱChrisȱBuckleyǰȱȃȁAbsolutelyȱNoȱMercyȂǱȱLeakedȱFilesȱExposeȱHowȱ
ChinaȱOrganizedȱMassȱDetentionsȱofȱMuslimsǰȄȱThe New York Times, November 16, 2019, 
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2019/11/16/world/asia/china-xinjiang-documents.html; 
AdrianȱZenzǰȱȃSterilizationsǰȱIUDsǰȱandȱMandatoryȱBirthȱControlǱȱTheȱCCPȂsȱCampaignȱtoȱ
Suppress UyghurȱBirthratesȱinȱXinjiangǰȄȱJamestownȱFoundationǰȱJuneȱ2020ǰȱ
https://jamestown.org/product/sterilizations-iuds-and-mandatory-birth-control-the-ccps-
campaign-to-suppress-uyghur-birthrates-in-xinjiang/; Bethany Allen-EbrahimianǰȱȃExposedǱȱ
ChinaȂsȱOperatingȱManualsȱforȱMassȱInternmentȱandȱArrestȱbyȱAlgorithmǰȄȱInternational 
Consortium of Investigative Journalists, November 24, 2019, https://www.icij.org/investigations 
/china-cables/exposed-chinas-operating-manuals-for-mass-internment-and-arrest-by-algorithm/; 
ȃȁEradicatingȱIdeologicalȱVirusesȂǱȱChinaȂsȱCampaignȱofȱRepressionȱAgainstȱXinjiangȂsȱ
MuslimsǰȄȱHumanȱRightsȱWatchǰȱSeptemberȱşǰȱ201Şǰȱhttps://www.hrw.org/report/2018/09/09/ 
eradicating-ideological-viruses/chinas-campaign-repression-against-xinjiangs. 
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UHRP, Clark, the program director at Peace Catalyst and a founder 
of UWI noted the community-wide impact of cases of Uyghur 
parents who had recovered their children from Chinese state 
boarding schools and orphanages in the Uyghur region; the children 
had ongoing effects of the trauma suffered during their separation 
from their families, and the parents were shocked that their children 
had lost the ability to speak Uyghur and were no longer able to 
speak to their grandparents. Uyghurs everywhere felt an intense 
wave of grief and despair when these cases were reported by Radio 
Free Asia and other media.93 A BBC article from July 2019 observed 
that hundreds of Uyghur children had been taken to these boarding 
schools and orphanages after one or both of their parents were taken 
into the camps in the Uyghur region. Many of these children, young 
enough to be in preschool and kindergarten, are completely 
separatedȱfromȱtheirȱparentsȱandȱmadeȱtoȱlearnȱȃbetterȱlifeȱhabitsǯȄ94 

 
93 ȃUyghurȱChildrenȱFaceȱLegacyȱofȱTraumaȱCausedȱbyȱMassȱIncarcerationȱCampaignǰȄȱRadio 
Free Asia, March 22, 2021, https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/children-03222021190834.  
htmlǲȱȃTwoȱUyghurȱChildrenȱDescribeȱWhatȱLifeȱWasȱLikeȱInȱAȱChineseȱBoardingȱSchoolǰȄȱ
National Public Radio, February 3, 2022, https://www.npr.org/2022/02/03/1077899437/two-uyghur-
children-describe-what-life-was-like-in-a-chinese-boarding-schoolǲȱȃYoungȱandȱFragileȱUyghurȱ
MindsȱIndoctrinatedȱwithȱChineseȱNationalisticȱPropagandaǰȄȱVoice of Uyghur, July 26, 2022, 
https://uyghurtimes.com/posts/2a0c5846-102c-4773-b5a8-482e4c1823c9/young-and-fragile-
uyghur-minds-indoctrinated-with-chinese-nationalistic-propaganda. 
94 ȃChinaȱMuslimsǱȱXinjiangȱSchoolsȱUsedȱtoȱSeparateȱChildrenȱfromȱFamiliesǰȄȱBBC News, July 
4, 2019, https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-48825090ǲȱseeȱalsoǱȱȃȁBreakȱTheirȱLineageǰȱ
BreakȱTheirȱRootsȂǱȱChinaȂsȱCrimesȱagainstȱHumanityȱTargetingȱUyghursȱandȱOtherȱTurkicȱ
MuslimsǰȄȱHumanȱRightsȱWatchǰȱAprilȱ1şǰȱ2021ǰȱhttps://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/19/break-
their-lineage-break-their-roots/chinas-crimes-against-humanity-targetingǲȱȃTwoȱUyghurȱ
ChildrenȱDescribeȱWhatȱLifeȱWasȱLikeȱInȱAȱChineseȱBoardingȱSchoolǰȄȱNational Public Radio, 
February 3, 2022, https://www.npr.org/2022/02/03/1077899437/two-uyghur-children-describe-
what-life-was-like-in-a-chinese-boarding-schoolǲȱȃUyghur Children Face Legacy of Trauma 
CausedȱbyȱMassȱIncarcerationȱCampaignǰȄȱRadio Free Asia, March 22, 2021, https://www.rfa.org 
/english/news/uyghur/children-03222021190834.htmlǲȱȃYoungȱandȱFragileȱUyghurȱMindsȱ
IndoctrinatedȱwithȱChineseȱNationalisticȱPropagandaǰȄȱVoice of Uyghur, July 26, 2022, 
https://uyghurtimes.com/posts/2a0c5846-102c-4773-b5a8-482e4c1823c9/young-and-fragile-
uyghur-minds-indoctrinated-with-chinese-nationalistic-propaganda. 

https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/children-03222021190834.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/children-03222021190834.html
https://www.npr.org/2022/02/03/1077899437/two-uyghur-children-describe-what-life-was-like-in-a-chinese-boarding-school
https://www.npr.org/2022/02/03/1077899437/two-uyghur-children-describe-what-life-was-like-in-a-chinese-boarding-school
https://uyghurtimes.com/posts/2a0c5846-102c-4773-b5a8-482e4c1823c9/young-and-fragile-uyghur-minds-indoctrinated-with-chinese-nationalistic-propaganda
https://uyghurtimes.com/posts/2a0c5846-102c-4773-b5a8-482e4c1823c9/young-and-fragile-uyghur-minds-indoctrinated-with-chinese-nationalistic-propaganda
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-china-48825090
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/19/break-their-lineage-break-their-roots/chinas-crimes-against-humanity-targeting
https://www.hrw.org/report/2021/04/19/break-their-lineage-break-their-roots/chinas-crimes-against-humanity-targeting
https://www.zotero.org/google-docs/?yVNiKs
https://www.npr.org/2022/02/03/1077899437/two-uyghur-children-describe-what-life-was-like-in-a-chinese-boarding-school
https://www.npr.org/2022/02/03/1077899437/two-uyghur-children-describe-what-life-was-like-in-a-chinese-boarding-school
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/children-03222021190834.html
https://www.rfa.org/english/news/uyghur/children-03222021190834.html
https://uyghurtimes.com/posts/2a0c5846-102c-4773-b5a8-482e4c1823c9/young-and-fragile-uyghur-minds-indoctrinated-with-chinese-nationalistic-propaganda
https://uyghurtimes.com/posts/2a0c5846-102c-4773-b5a8-482e4c1823c9/young-and-fragile-uyghur-minds-indoctrinated-with-chinese-nationalistic-propaganda
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IX. Uyghur Diasporan Civil 
Society 

Uyghur activism emerged in Turkey in the 1950s among new 
diaspora members who had just fled the Uyghur region following 
itsȱoccupationȱbyȱtheȱPeopleȂsȱLiberationȱArmyȱǻPLAǼǯȱTheȱheartȱofȱ
Uyghur civil society remained with the Istanbul diaspora 
community until the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991. The newly 
independent Central Asian states appeared to be a new center for 
Uyghur diaspora groups due to the long-established populations of 
Uyghurs in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan: Kazakhstan had a Uyghur 
community of more than 300,000 people; Kyrgyzstan had a 
community of more than 50,000.  

By the early 2000s, an internationally oriented diasporan civil 
society emerged in Europe, North America, and Australia, where 
Uyghurs could freely organize and express their opposition to state 
policies in their homeland. Further, these countries were more 
independent economically and politically and, therefore, able to 
resistȱBeijingȂsȱdiplomaticȱpressureȱtoȱsilenceȱandȱsuppressȱdiasporaȱ
voices.  

In the U.S. for example, the first Uyghur community 
associations were formed in the 1990s, merging in 1998 to form the 
Uyghur American Association (UAA). The UAA is based in 
northern Virginia, with active informal chapters in Boston, Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. Uyghur-language schools for children, 
run by volunteers, are active in several cities and also serve as hubs 
for cultural programming, such as celebrations of traditional 
holidays and music and dance classes for children. In 2004, UAA 
founded UHRP to conduct documentation and advocacy. Since the 
beginning of the genocide in 2017, several more human rights 
advocacy groups and centers have been formed on the east coast 
and in California. Uyghur Americans also participate in youth 
networks with a global reach, such as the Tarim Network and the 
Uyghur Collective, which have a public presence on Instagram and 
Twitter. The global Uyghur diaspora is tightly knit across the globe, 
using myriad chat groups with hundreds of members, as well as 
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Facebook, which is the premier social media platform for 
communication in the Uyghur language.  

Key Organizations Providing Humanitarian Aid 
in the Diaspora 

To illustrate current humanitarian aid efforts, we have highlighted 
a selection of activities by Uyghur, Kazakh, and Kyrgyz CSOs in 
response to the unfolding humanitarian crisis in the diaspora. In 
addition, we outline the challenges these communities and 
organizations still face, including enforced statelessness resulting in 
homelessness and unemployment, collective trauma and mental 
stress, family separation, and cultural and linguistic erasure.  

Mehmet Tohti, Executive Director of the Uyghur Rights 
Advocacy Project, an organization based in Canada, notes that 
ȃMoreȱ culturalȱ lifeȱ andȱ socialȱ gatheringsȱ allowȱ theȱ Uyghurȱ
community to regenerate and share experiences which would help 
in processing this trauma. Community centers, mosques, and 
schools that have been set up have been important sources of 
solidarity and resilience. Many Uyghurs have been energized by 
this mission to build something and preserve their culture for future 
generations in the diaspora. It is psychological healing through 
activismǯȄ95 

Mental Wellbeing 

In our interviews, many of our respondents noted the trauma and 
suffering of the Uyghur diaspora community as secondary 
survivors of genocide. Crucially, one respondent noted that his 
university had been understanding of his situation and covered the 
cost of his therapy.96 There are a few organizations and institutions 
that have structures to help Uyghurs; cooperation with these 
nascent efforts presents an opportunity for educational institutions 
and workplaces to provide for employees in need. 

In May 2020, representatives of Uyghur organizations in the 
U.S. Ȯ including UHRP, UAA, and the Campaign for Uyghurs Ȯ and 

 
95 Bradley Jardine, interview with Mehmet Tohti, audio, September 6, 2022.  
96 Bradley Jardine, interview with Ahmad. 
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the religious nonprofit Peace Catalyst International, launched the 
Uyghur Wellness Initiative (UWI). UWI seeks to address 
psychosocialȱ challengesȱ byȱ creatingȱ ȃaȱ safeǰȱ dedicatedȱ spaceȱ forȱ
Uyghurs to come together in this time of crisis for our holistic 
wellbeing Ȯ asȱindividualsǰȱfamiliesǰȱandȱaȱcommunityǯȄ97  

UWI recruits counselors and wellness coaches willing to 
provide pro bono services and matches them with Uyghurs seeking 
help for their grief, despair, and depression. UWI also organizes 
webinars and in-person talks, and highlights educational materials, 
includingȱaȱguideȱtoȱrecognizingȱandȱcopingȱwithȱsurvivorsȂȱguiltǰȱ
and examples of how the Uyghur diaspora is coping with grief and 
ȃambiguousȱ lossȄȱ dueȱ toȱ theȱ lossȱ andȱ disappearanceȱ ofȱ familyǰȱ
friends, teachers, and neighbors.98 The educational activities serve to 
destigmatize discussion of the emotional challenges Uyghurs face, 
including effects on health, career, children, and other aspects of 
family life. The initiative provides orientations for volunteer 
therapists about Uyghur culture and identity to better equip them 
to help members of the Uyghur community.99 The initiative is 
sustained by voluntary staff time at the four sponsoring nonprofits, 
supported by a five-hour-per-week paid coordinator. UWI is 
seeking grant funds to hire a part-time or full-time coordinator, and 
to hire a part-time counselor or cover costs for Uyghurs to continue 
therapy after counselors complete eight pro bono sessions.  

Housing and Basic Needs 

As a result of being cut off from their families and lives in China, as 
well as any legal means to earn money and establish savings, many 
Uyghurs end up homeless and unemployed. By one estimate, there 
are around 800 homeless Uyghurs in Istanbul.100  

Hope House, an organization in Istanbul, was founded by 
Uyghurs, philanthropy organizations, and community leaders with 
theȱpurposeȱofȱȃprovidingȱaccommodationȱforȱhomelessȱUyghursȱinȱ

 
97 Uyghur Wellness Initiative homepage, Uyghur Wellness Initiative, accessed January 22, 2023, 
https://www.uyghurwellnessinitiative.com/.  
98 ȃȁUnderstandingȱtheȱBurdenȱofȱSurvivorȂsȱGuiltȂȱBrieferǰȄȱUyghurȱWellnessȱInitiativeǰȱMayȱŜǰȱ
2021, uyghurwellnessinitiative.com/_files/ugd/609ae7_5977c12922594126885644e188b443a4.pdf.  
99 Bradley Jardine, interview with Bill Clark, September 6, 2022. 
100 Bradley Jardine, interview with Julie Millsap, audio, September 12, 2022. 

https://www.uyghurwellnessinitiative.com/
https://www.uyghurwellnessinitiative.com/_files/ugd/609ae7_5977c12922594126885644e188b443a4.pdf
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IstanbulǯȄȱ Julieȱ Millsapǰȱ theȱ formerȱ Publicȱ Affairsȱ ǭȱ Advocacyȱ
Director for the Campaign for Uyghurs, also notes that Hope House 
provides vocational training for women, including sewing classes, 
computer training, and English and Turkish language classes, all of 
which would help Uyghurs become employed locally. Additionally, 
Hope House provides community mentoring for Uyghurs 
struggling with mental health after being cut off from their families 
in the Uyghur region, as well as mental health support based on a 
similar model put forward by UWI. Hope House also seeks to teach 
womenȱadvocacyȱskillsȱandȱȃTrainȱthemȱtoȱbeȱinvolved in speaking 
outǰȄȱalthoughǰȱasȱMillsapȱnotesǰȱȃTheȱvastȱmajorityȱwereȱextremelyȱ
hesitantȱtoȱdoȱsoǯȄ101 When Hope House was opened, it was at full 
capacity (40 beds). The Istanbul-based East Turkestan New 
Generation Movement Association (ETNGMA) and the U.S.-based 
Campaign for Uyghurs worked to raise funds to buy a four-story 
building, which has been converted into a house for 37 young men. 
Abdusemi Hoten, a Uyghur living in Istanbul, maintains the 
building and seeks to help its inhabitants by offering them safety, 
encouragement, and a roof over their heads.102 According to Julie 
MillsapǰȱȃForȱtheȱUyghurȱyouthȱleftȱstrandedȱandȱfinanciallyȱcutȱoffȱ
in Turkey when parents were taken into the camps, the situation has 
beenȱ especiallyȱdireǯȱWeȂreȱproudȱofȱ theȱ youthȱwhoȱ areȱ excellingȱ
there, and we hope to have more people join us in growing the 
resourceȱ poolȱ availableȱ forȱ themǯȄ103 Similarly, Nuzugum Family 
and Cultural Association has sought to crowdsource aid for the 
Istanbul Uyghur diaspora community on LaunchGood, collecting 
severalȱ roundsȱ ofȱ fundingȱ forȱ UyghursȂȱ food, rent, clothing, and 
other basic necessities.104  

According to President Elfidar Iltebir, UAA has organized 
mutual aid, including helping members of the Uyghur community 
apply for unemployment assistance during the COVID-19 

 
101 Bradley Jardine, interview with Julie Millsap, audio, September 12, 2022. 
102 RuthȱIngramǰȱȃDestituteȱUyghurȱYouthȱStruggleȱonȱtheȱStreetsȱofȱIstanbulǰȄȱThe New Arab, 
December 2, 2021, https://english.alaraby.co.uk/features/destitute-uyghur-youth-struggle-
streets-istanbul. 
103 RuthȱIngramǰȱȃDestituteȱUyghurȱYouthȱStruggleȱonȱtheȱStreetsȱofȱIstanbulǰȄȱThe New Arab, 
December 2, 2021, https://english.alaraby.co.uk/features/destitute-uyghur-youth-struggle-
streets-istanbul. 
104 ȃSupportȱUyghurȱOrphansȱand WomenȱinȱTurkeyǰȄȱLaunchGoodǰȱaccessedȱSeptemberȱ1şǰȱ
2022, launchgood.com/campaign/support_uyghur_orphans_and_women_in_turkey. 

https://english.alaraby.co.uk/features/destitute-uyghur-youth-struggle-streets-istanbul
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/features/destitute-uyghur-youth-struggle-streets-istanbul
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/features/destitute-uyghur-youth-struggle-streets-istanbul
https://english.alaraby.co.uk/features/destitute-uyghur-youth-struggle-streets-istanbul
https://www.launchgood.com/campaign/support_uyghur_orphans_and_women_in_turkey
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pandemic, as well as helping with asylum applications, including 
gathering paperwork, preparing for interviews, and interpretation 
needs.105  

Gene Bunin, who runs the Xinjiang Victims Database, along 
with the International Legal Initiative (ILI), has also set up several 
GoFundMe fundraisers to help former detainees in Kazakhstan. In 
one instance, a man needed medical assistance after his time in a 
Chinese detention facility had left him with limited to no hearing. 
Bunin and ILI worked together to crowdsource a pair of hearing aids 
for the man, enabling him to start seeking employment.106 In another 
instance, Bunin launched a funding campaign for food and rent 
support for former detainees, which has also helped 
fund tuition for the children of detainees or provide 
coal for the winter.107 

Skills-Building and Employment 

Some Uyghurs are economically vulnerable due to a 
lack of transferable skills that would facilitate their 
employment in a foreign country. Women who have 
taken responsibility for child-rearing and may not 
have played the role of primary provider would 
greatly benefit from skills development suited to 
their current residence. The diaspora community and 
CSOs have sought to fill that gap through offering 
training in classes in specific skills, as well as 
languages.  

ȃInȱ Islamicȱ traditionǰȱ menȱ areȱ oftenȱ theȱ
breadwinners, which has meant that widowed 
womenȱ haveȱ struggledȱ dueȱ toȱ aȱ lackȱ ofȱ skillsǰȄȱ
Hikmet Hasanoff noted to us. Uyghur women who 

 
105 Bradley Jardine, interview with Elfidar Iltebir, audio, September 19, 2022. 
106 ChrisȱRickletonǰȱȃKazakhstanǱȱAfterȱXinjiangǰȱtheȱLongȱRoadȱtoȱRecoveryǰȄȱEurasianet, 
September 11, 2019, https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-after-xinjiang-the-long-road-to-recovery; 
ȃMedicalȱExaminationsȱforȱXinjiangȱEx-DetaineesǰȄȱorganized by Gene Bunin, gofundme.com, 
accessed August 30, 2022, https://www.gofundme.com/f/medical-examinations-for-xinjiang-
exdetainees. 
107 ȃGeneralȱAidȱforȱXinjiangȱIncarcerationȱVictimsǰȄȱorganizedȱbyȱGeneȱBuninǰȱgofundmeǯcomǰȱ
accessed September 19, 2022, https://www.gofundme.com/f/general-aid-for-xinjiang-incarcera 
tion-victims. 

ChildrenȂ�ȱbook�ȱ ri��enȱinȱU¢gh�rȱlang�ageǯȱPho�oȱcredi�Ǳȱ
Bradley Jardine 

https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-after-xinjiang-the-long-road-to-recovery
https://www.gofundme.com/f/medical-examinations-for-xinjiang-exdetainees
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traditionally worked at home may be adept at sewing, cooking, and 
childcare, but may need help in bringing these skills to commercial 
enterprises, and they lack certification, connections or networks that 
couldȱ enableȱ themȱ toȱ findȱ aȱ higherȱ payingȱ jobǯȱ ȃTheȱ Shukrȱ
Foundation bought sewing machines and partnered with textile 
companies to try and find employment for these women along with 
trainingǰȄȱ notesȱ Hikmetȱ Hasanoffǯȱ Whileȱ thisȱ programȱ hasȱ beenȱ

successful, he also notes the impact of 
theȱ ongoingȱ pandemicȱ asȱ wellǯȱ ȃTheȱ
heavy inflation in Turkey has 
destroyed these income streams, and 
where people had previously been 
surviving, they are now barely 
making ends meet. Even for a married 
couple, accommodation takes up 
50 percent of the household budget, so 
single mothers and widows struggle. 
We provide rental assistance and food 
assistanceǯȄȱ 

Several of our interviewees 
praised the Virginia-based Cydeo for 
its intensive IT training program. This 
school has provided hundreds of 
Uyghurs with valuable, in-demand 
skills, leading to employment.108 
Ahmad had a very good experience 
with this Uyghur-led training 
program, through which he received 
IT training and support for his job 
search, enabling him to obtain a job in 
the IT industry and receive a work 
permit.109  

 
108 Bradley Jardine, interview with Ahmad; Bradley Jardine, interview with Alfred Uyghur, 
audio, n.d. 
109 Bradley Jardine, interview with Ahmad. 

Uyghur bookstore. Photo credit: Bradley Jardine 



Uyghur Human Rights Project | February 2023 

 44 

Education and Cultural Resilience 

Theȱ Chineseȱ governmentȂsȱ genocideȱ hasȱ soughtȱ toȱ eraseȱ Uyghurȱ
culture and identity, imprisoning hundreds of prominent academics 
and cultural figures.110 In addition to being cut off from their families 
and homes, many Uyghurs deeply feel the Chinese Party-stateȂsȱ
assault on their very identity, culture, and history. They are in a kind 
of anticipatory mourning for the loss of a great civilization in their 
own historic homeland.  

In response, Uyghurs feel that a core action to prevent the 
complete execution of the genocidal program is to prevent the 
destruction of Uyghur civilization and culture. Uyghur community 

 
110 Abdullah Qazanchi and Abduweli AyupǰȱȃTheȱDisappearanceȱofȱUyghurȱIntellectualȱandȱ
CulturalȱElitesǱȱAȱNewȱFormȱofȱEliticideǰȄȱUHRPǰȱDecemberȱŞǰȱ2021ǰȱhttps://uhrp.org/report/the-
disappearance-of-uyghur-intellectual-and-cultural-elites-a-new-form-of-eliticide/. 

The Taklimakan Uyghur Nesriyat bookstore in Zeytinburnu. Photo by Nicholas Muller. 

https://uhrp.org/report/the-disappearance-of-uyghur-intellectual-and-cultural-elites-a-new-form-of-eliticide/
https://uhrp.org/report/the-disappearance-of-uyghur-intellectual-and-cultural-elites-a-new-form-of-eliticide/


ȃOn the Fringe of SocietyȄ: Humanitarian Needs of the At-Risk Uyghur Diaspora 
 

 45 

organizations have supported Uyghur academics and researchers, 
published books, and launched programs that offer Uyghur 
language and history classes to ensure that Uyghur culture will not 
disappear in future generations, despite the long-term prospect of 
surviving as a people only in exile. Some are taking their inspiration 
from the history of the Jewish people, who have survived as a 
people despite many centuries of exile and persecution, in addition 
to the 20th-century genocide in Europe. 

The Uyghur Academy, an education organization based in 
Istanbul, conducts various activities. According to founder 
Abdulhamit Karahan: 

Normally, we publish about Uyghur culture and history, but 
we also help Uyghur scholars by creating academic 
exchanges across our seven branches in North America, 
Japan, Australia, Europe, and Central Asia. There are many 
Uyghur students in Turkey, and we provide scholarships 
and opportunities for young researchers to interact with 
established peers in their field. We host conferences and 
events to help educate the Uyghur and international 
communities. We have provided over 300 scholarships since 
2013 and continue to support around 20Ȯ30 students each 
year, providing opportunities for them that otherwise 
wouldnȂtȱ beȱ available in Turkey. The World Uyghur 
Congress Foundation began collaborating with us last year, 
and several Uyghur businessmen continue to donate to 
support our work.111 

 
111 Bradley Jardine, interview with Abdulhamit Karahan, audio, September 9, 2022. 
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The Uyghur Science and Enlightenment 
Foundation was opened in Istanbul in 2015 
to teach children the Uyghur language and 
Uyghur culture and history. Habibullah 
Kuseni, who opened the school, left the 
Uyghur region in 2012 and started a 
tutoring program in Istanbul. After 
receiving donations from Uyghur diaspora 
communities in the Middle East and 
Europeǰȱ Kuseniȱ openedȱ theȱ foundationȂsȱ
school, which offers daytime and evening 
classes to students. The foundation also 
runsȱaȱboardingȱschoolȱforȱřřȱboysǲȱaȱgirlsȂȱ
wing is under construction. The foundation 
also invites psychiatrists to the school every 
few months to evaluate the psychological 
well-being of its students, given that every 
student has at least one close relative in the 
camps.112 These findings are used to create 
programming to address feelings of grief, 
loss, loneliness, and anger. A Turkish NGO, 
the Nuzugum Family and Culture 
Association, provides financial assistance 
for 20 students per month and also provides education in addition 
toȱ collectingȱ aidȱ forȱ housingǲȱwhileȱ childrenȂsȱmothers work in a 
textile center nearby, the Nuzugum Association provides them with 
Uyghur classes.113  

The Tarim Network operates internationally in coalition with 
other Uyghur organizations to connect Uyghurs and disseminate 
knowledge about Uyghur identity, language, culture, and history 
through classes and events, including musical events and bazaars. 
The Tarim Network is also working to create a standardized Uyghur 

 
112 JaclynnȱAshlyǰȱȃTheȱTurkishȱSchoolȱPreservingȱCultureȱofȱYoungȱUighursȱinȱExileǰȄȱAl Jazeera, 
August 2, 2022, accessed August 31, 2022, https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2022/8/2/the-
turkish-school-preserves-culture-of-young-uighurs-in-exileǲȱDurrieȱBouscarenǰȱȃInȱTurkeyǰȱaȱ
BoardingȱSchoolȱCaresȱforȱUighurȱChildrenȱSeparatedȱfromȱTheirȱParentsǰȄȱThe World, 
November 20, 2019, https://theworld.org/stories/2019-11-20/turkey-boarding-school-cares-
uighur-children-separated-their-parents. 
113 ȃUyghursȱinȱTurkeyȱFearfulȱofȱChinaȂsȱInfluenceǰȄȱUnderrepresentedȱNationsȱandȱPeoplesȱ
Organization, May 24, 2020, https://unpo.org/article/21906. 

Uyghur language bookstore. Photo credit: Bradley Jardine 
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language curriculum and publish anthologies of Uyghur writing 
and literature. The Tarim Network describesȱitselfȱasȱȃbyȱUyghursǰȱ
forȱ UyghursǰȄȱ withȱmanyȱ offeringsȱ beingȱ targetedȱ specificallyȱ atȱ
younger diaspora Uyghurs interested in delving more deeply into 
Uyghur history, literature, and culture.114 

InȱtheȱUǯSǯǰȱUAAȱalsoȱworksȱtoȱȃpromoteȱUyghurȱlanguageȱandȱ
cultureǯȄȱAccordingȱtoȱElfidarȱIltebirǰȱ theȱorganizationȂsȱpresidentǰȱ
ȃWeȱ tryȱ toȱ beȱ asȱ responsiveȱ asȱ weȱ canȱ toȱ theȱ needsȱ ofȱ theȱ
communityǯȄ115 The Ana Care and Education School, which 
cooperates closely with UAA, offers Uyghur-language weekend 
classes in northern Virginia, along with cultural activities such as 
dancing, music, singing, and other activities and skills.116 Other 
organizations conducting publishing and cultural programming 
include the East Turkistan Education and Solidarity Organization, 
and other community-based schools offering language, music, and 
dance classes, in Australia, the U.S., and other countries with 
substantial Uyghur diasporas. 

Challenges for Humanitarian Programming and 
Support 

Lack of Resources and Funding  

Many Uyghur organizations lack sufficient funding to serve the 
needs of the diaspora community. Whether individuals or larger 
groups fund them, many Uyghur organizations still require more 
funds to meet the overwhelming need in diaspora communities. 

The Shukr Foundation, based in Australia with operations 
worldwide, raised AUD 1 million to help Uyghur orphans and 
ȃwidowsȄȱ inȱ Istanbulǯȱ Howeverǰȱ asȱ Hikmetȱ Hasanoffȱ noted, this 
fundingȱȃdoesnȂtȱbeginȱtoȱscratchȱtheȱsurfaceǰȄȱwithȱmanyȱstudentsȱ
and families still in need.117 ShukrȂsȱwebsiteȱoffersȱaȱvarietyȱofȱwaysȱ

 
114 The Tarim Network, accessed September 19, 2022, https://www.thetarimnetwork.com. 
115 Bradley Jardine, interview with Elfidar Iltebir. 
116 AveryȱKleinmanǰȱȃUyghurȱschoolȱaimsȱtoȱkeepȱaȱcommunityȱtogether, even during the 
coronavirusȱpandemicǰȄȱThe Washington Post, July 20, 2022, https://www.washingtonpost.com 
/lifestyle/magazine/uighur-school-aims-to-keep-a-community-together-even-during-the-
coronavirus-pandemic/2020/07/16/87aa075c-a443-11ea-b473-04905b1af82b_story.html. 
117 Bradley Jardine, interview with Hikmet Hasanoff. 
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for donors to give, specifically encouraging Muslim donors to give 
part of their zakat to help Uyghurs in need.118 Hikmet Hasanoff also 
observed that fundraising year-round for the Shukr Foundation 
rather than just during Ramadan, as well as competition with other 
NGOs, presents a challenge to Uyghur civil society and its efforts.119 
As Abdulhamit Karahan also notesǰȱȃTheȱTurkishȱgovernmentȱtendsȱ
to interact more with religious organizations and benefits their 
activitiesȱ atȱ theȱ expenseȱ ofȱ secularȱ counterpartsǯȄ120 Therefore, 
Uyghur organizations without an explicitly religious mandate often 
tend to be marginalized by Turkish government funding sources. 

Further, many Uyghur organizations, in addition to lacking 
funding, struggle with more intangible resources, including 
therapists and teachers. Clark notes a dearth of counselors with the 
appropriate cultural, historical, and linguistic knowledge to help 
Uyghurs, as well as Kazakh and Kyrgyz, who are camp survivors or 
secondary survivors of the genocidal policies. UWI provides an 
orientation for volunteer counselors on history, culture, and the 
current political context. Still, Clark notes that if there were more 
counselors, then Peace Catalyst would be able to help more people. 

Aina, the director of ILI in Kazakhstan, noted in an interview, 
ȃWeȱneedȱconstantȱsupportȱtoȱmaintainȱtrustȱandȱcontinueȱtoȱofferȱ
support. Unfortunately, when our projects with international 
partners end, the funding stops, and the problem is treated as 
resolved. But the reality is that continued care is often needed, and 
we need to continue our work, or we will lose the trust and 
connection we have worked hard to establish with these victims of 
repressionǯȄ121 Consistent funding, as Aina notes, is critical not only 
for the longevity of these organizations and their ability to offer care, 
but also for developing community trust.  

Stigma and Cultural Barriers Regarding Trauma Care 

UWI, while providing the go-to model for psychological support for 
Uyghurs worldwide, still faces the challenge of stigma around 

 
118 Shukr Foundation, ȃCurrentȱAppealsǰȄȱaccessedȱSeptemberȱ1Şǰȱ2022ǰȱhttps://www.shukrfound 
ation.org.au/current-appeals/. 
119 Bradley Jardine, interview with Hikmet Hasanoff. 
120 Bradley Jardine, interview with Abdulhamit Karahan, audio, September 9, 2022. 
121 Bradley Jardine, interview with Aina. 

https://www.shukrfoundation.org.au/current-appeals/
https://www.shukrfoundation.org.au/current-appeals/
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mental health. Further, as Clark and Dr. Memet Imin noted to us, 
there is little openness to seeking professional help for mental and 
emotional distress; indeed, therapy is widely stigmatized among the 
Uyghur diaspora, and there is a lack of knowledge on what therapy 
is. Further, Uyghur identity and culture continue to stumble against 
traditional therapeutic practices in the West, with Uyghurs in the 
diaspora wanting to get to know their therapists better, leading to 
the therapists becoming something more akin to surrogate mothers 
and grandmothers.122 

Clark noted a generational gap between older Uyghurs who 
had migrated to the West and their children and grandchildren who 
had grown up here: while the older generations feel therapy to be a 
stigmatizing process, the younger generations are not so put off by 
the idea. This provides an opening for therapeutic assistance. If 
those more active in Uyghur communities speak more openly about 
their struggles and experiences with therapy, it may help encourage 
others to also do so. Further, many of the cultural stigmas in the 
Uyghur diaspora community can be broken through education, 
through assurances that information will be kept confidential based 
on the principles of mutual trust and confidentiality, and the 
normalization of mental health issues.123 Additionally, Uyghur 
diaspora communities need more counselors with an understanding 
of Uyghur culture and identity, and the current genocide, which will 
betterȱ enableȱ counselorsȱ toȱ understandȱ whatȱ theirȱ clientsȂȱ
experiences are. Peace Catalyst, for example, has created a peer 
group for counselors to share best practices.124 

Uyghurs who do not speak English are unable to receive mental 
health assistance in the U.S. at this time, because there are no 
Uyghur-speaking trained therapists. Due to the stigmatization 
mentioned above, Uyghurs are reluctant to discuss their distress in 
the presence of a Uyghur-speaking interpreter, who would 
inevitably be a fellow member of the close-knit Uyghur-American 

 
122 Bradley Jardine, interview with Bill Clark. 
123 Bradley Jardine, interview with Memet Imin, audio, September 7, 2022; Bradley Jardine, 
interview with Tomas Schulze, audio, September 6, 2022. 
124 Bradley Jardine, interview with Julie Millsap; Bradley Jardine, interview with Bill Clark; 
Bradley Jardine, interview with Memet Imin. 



Uyghur Human Rights Project | February 2023 

 50 

community.125 AinaȱnotedȱthisȱinȱKazakhstanȱasȱwellǱȱȃWeȱprovideȱ
healthcare support, and we find doctors who can speak Uyghur and 
Kazakh languages. Russian-speaking doctors are more common, 
butȱ unfortunatelyǰȱ Kazakhsȱ fromȱ Xinjiangȱ donȂtȱ usuallyȱ speakȱ
Russian. We use our doctors to provide therapy and medical tests, 
medicationsǰȱ andȱ psychologicalȱ assistanceǯȄȱ Language can be a 
critical barrier for Uyghurs and Kazakhs to receive aid. 

Health Insurance and Healthcare Coverage  

According to Thomas Schulze, Uyghurs living in Germany lack 
awareness of the healthcare system and options that may be 
available to them. Additionally, due to staffing shortages, wait times 
to receive mental health care are at least a month across the EU, and 
an average four to six months in Germany.126 The only alternative is 
to pay for private mental health care, which poses another set of 
problems.127 Healthcare for those who do not have employer-
provided insurance, including many Uyghur entrepreneurs, small-
businessȱownersǰȱandȱthoseȱparticipatingȱinȱtheȱȃgigȱeconomyǰȄȱisȱ
expensiveǰȱputtingȱfurtherȱdemandsȱonȱUyghursȂȱlimitedȱfundsǰȱandȱ
some common forms of employer-provided health insurance do not 
cover therapy.  

Government Suspicion and Hostility 

In Turkey, Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan, organizations seeking to 
offer aid to Uyghur, Kazakh, and Kyrgyz diaspora communities are 
often treated with suspicion by their host governments.  

InȱKazakhstanǰȱAinaȱreportedȱwithȱregardȱtoȱILIȂsȱexperienceǰȱ
thatȱȃTheȱnationalȱ securityȱ servicesȱwatchȱusȱwhenȱweȱmeetȱwithȱ
victims. It is a very sensitive issue, and we operate on the fringe of 
civil society. Sometimes this work is life-threatening. We believe the 
security services have intentionally tried to cause car accidents for 
our workers. Some of the interviewees are targeted by security 
services and monitored and even threatened after we have provided 
them with legal or medical assistance Ȯ they have alerted us to this 

 
125 Bradley Jardine, interview with Julie Millsap. 
126 ȃPayȱupȱorȱPutȱItȱoffǱȱEuropeȱFailsȱtoȱTreatȱMentalȱHealthǰȄȱDeutsche Welle, October 3, 2021, 
https://www.dw.com/en/pay-up-or-put-it-off-europe-fails-to-treat-mental-health/a-56812344. 
127 Bradley Jardine, interview with Tomas Schulze. 
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issue. We know that the security services collect materials on the 
victims and continue to share this information with their Chinese 
counterpartsǯȄȱCampȱsurvivorsǰȱincludingȱTursunayȱZiawudunȱandȱ
other escapees to Kazakhstan, have reported similar harassment by 
membersȱofȱKazakhstanȂsȱsecurityȱservicesǯ128  

X. Conclusion  
Uyghur, Kazakh, and Kyrgyz CSOs are responding to the 
humanitarian crisis in diaspora communities caused by the Chinese 
Party-stateȂsȱ humanȱ rightsȱ abusesȱ inȱ theȱ Uyghurȱ regionȱ andȱ itsȱ
transnational repression and persecution. However, this work often 
goes under-supported both domestically and internationally. 
Donations from within the community cannot address the crisis of 
statelessness and destitution, isolation, trauma, and cultural erasure 
caused by the genocide, including ongoing transnational 
persecution. 

Domestically, governments have obligations to protect their 
citizens from crime and harassment and where possible, help 
victims seek justice and restitution, either through the prosecution 
of the perpetrators and/or compensation and services provided by 
the state. Further, states have a clear mandate to protect the rights 
and freedoms of all their citizens, and the civil rights of those 
seeking asylum within their borders. The denial of these rights to 
Uyghur refugees counters these fundamental principles and must 
be redressed through protecting Uyghur asylum seekers and 
working to guarantee their rights to freedom of speech and 
assembly.  

For ongoing international crimes such as genocide, persecuted 
groups require international action. The international community 
has a responsibility to provide safe haven for victims and others 
fleeing persecution, and must step in when there is no domestic or 
international mechanism to address humanitarian needs stemming 
from such international crimes. Assistance should include medical 

 
128 BradleyȱJardineǰȱinterviewȱwithȱAinaǲȱTursunayȱZiyawudunǰȱȃTursunayȱZiyawudunȱȮ UK 
UyghurȱTribunalȱTestimonyǰȄȱJuneȱśǰȱ2021, https://uyghurtribunal.com/wp-content/uploads/ 
2022/01/UT-211111-Tursunay-Ziyawudun.pdf.  
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care for victims of torture or extraterritorial violence, counseling, 
employment and housing assistance, community and cultural 
support programs, and additional programs that work to ameliorate 
the suffering of secondary survivors in the diaspora community. 
Government programs should provide assistance directly to 
Uyghurs or to the CSOs that strive to support them as they build 
new lives in their host states. Furthermore, states must deter and 
prevent transnational repression and persecution of individuals 
who have escaped the territory of the genocide. Extraterritorial 
persecution of genocide survivors and secondary survivors is an 
affrontȱ toȱhostȱ statesȂȱ nationalȱ interests and values, including the 
core values of constitutional democracies, including both 
sovereignty and the guarantee of fundamental civil rights.  

XI. Recommendations for 
Humanitarian Relief 

Donor Organizations 

ȣ Adopt funding parameters that are global rather than 
country-specific in nature, so that programs can assist 
genocide survivors in more than one country of refuge. 

ȣ Adoptȱ fundingȱ parametersȱ thatȱ doȱ notȱ requireȱ ȃon-the-
groundȄȱpresenceȱ inȱ theȱcountryȱwhereȱatrocityȱcrimesȱareȱ
ongoing, or other requirements that Uyghur community 
organizations and their partners cannot meet. Funders and 
operational organizations should re-examine any across-the-
boardȱrequirementȱforȱanȱȃonȱtheȱgroundȄȱpresenceȱinȱorderȱ
to assist the victims and survivors of atrocity crimes, as this 
is impossible in the Uyghur region. Such a requirement rules 
out any assistance for victims who do not live in the Uyghur 
region, even when support for victims of atrocity crimes is 
partȱofȱtheȱorganizationȂsȱmandateǯ 

ȣ Fund organizations that support entrepreneurship, 
education, job training and skills certifications. 
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ȣ Fund organizations that provide pro bono mental health care 
to Uyghurs. 

ȣ Fund organizations that provide humanitarian assistance to 
destitute orphans and children of single-parent families. 

ȣ Fund Uyghur NGOs that seek to build community resilience, 
including cultural programming, archiving and digitization 
of Uyghur-language cultural and religious heritage texts, 
language-transmission programming, and programs 
addressing emotional trauma. 

ȣ Convene closed-door meetings for researchers to present 
their evidence on the perpetrators of the human rights 
violations in the Uyghur region and resulting humanitarian 
crisis to other governments. 

Academia 

ȣ Uyghur scholars and students need to be supported 
through student visa programs, fellowships, and research 
grants. 

ȣ Provide scholarships for Uyghur- and Kazakh-speaking 
individuals to become certified counselors. 

National Governments 

ȣ Create more user-friendly pathways for Uyghurs to report 
digital transnational repression to government security 
services in democratic states.129 

ȣ Address the separation of Uyghur children from their 
families by identifying pathways for the reunification of 
Uyghur families in the U.S. or wherever relatives have 
settled.  

 
129 For more policy recommendations relating to cyber-security, see Natalie Hall and Bradley 
JardineǰȱȃȁYourȱFamilyȱWillȱSufferȂǱȱHowȱChinaȱIsȱHackingǰȱSurveillingǰȱandȱIntimidatingȱ
Uyghurs in Liberal Democracies,ȄȱUyghur Human Rights Project, November 10, 2021, 
https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-
intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/.  

https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/
https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/
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ȣ Implement permanent forms of protection for refugees and 
consideration of transnational repression within asylum 
review processes (see below for more details).  

XII. Recommendations for 
Providing Protection to 
Uyghurs in the Diaspora 

National Governments 

ȣ Governments should reject criminal justice cooperation 
requests against Uyghurs that put them at risk of 
refoulement and ensure that Uyghurs and other Turkic 
peoples are effectively protected against the misuse of 
international databases and alerts by the Chinese authorities; 

ȣ Create a pro-active resettlement program for Uyghurs at risk;  

ȣ ExpediteȱtheȱasylumȱcasesȱofȱUyghursǰȱuseȱȃPriorityȱ2Ȅȱstatusȱ
in the U.S., and create an internationally coordinated refugee 
resettlement program for Uyghurs;  

ȣ Ensure that Uyghur resettlement is not impeded by lack of 
documentation, such as passports and birth certificates;  

ȣ Funding programs must reach beyond country-specific aid 
categories to recognize the unique dangers faced by Uyghurs 
and other Turkic peoples residing within their borders; 

ȣ Increase funding for legal aid and training on legal and 
political rights in the countries where Uyghurs reside; 

ȣ Increase funding for assisting Uyghur CSOs and individuals 
to implement digital security to defend against persistent 
state-directed malware, impersonation, and hacks; 

ȣ The U.S., Canada, and other countries should create a formal 
coordination group on Uyghur refugee admissions so that 
the responsibility does not only fall on one country; 
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ȣ Engage in more proactive diplomacy: U.S. diplomats abroad, 
including the U.S. Secretary of State, must make it very clear 
to foreign governments what the expectations and 
consequences of continued compliance with Chinese 
deportation requests, arrests, and harassment are. U.S. 
diplomats must also continue to speak about transnational 
repression

 

XIII. Appendices 

Appendix 1 - Uyghur Humanitarian Aid and Community-Resilience 
Organizations Mentioned in this Report 

Ana Care and 
Education 

U.S. Ana Care and Education was founded as a 501(c)3 
organization in 2017 in northern Virginia. Ana Care 
Uyghur programs include Uyghur language classes, dance 
and the arts, and youth sports. 

Blue Crescent 
Humanitarian Aid 
Society  

Turkey The Blue Crescent Humanitarian Aid Society (BCHAS) is 
known as Kok Ay Insaniy Yardem Jemiyiti in Uyghur and 
Mavi Hilal Insani Yardim Dernegi in Turkish. It supports 
Uyghur refugees in Turkey who have had their businesses 
confiscated by Chinese authorities or who have lost touch 
with their family members, their husbands and wives, and 
even their children. BCHAS collects donations from 
philanthropists in Turkey and distributes aid to widows, 
orphans, the elderly, and other Uyghurs most in need. Aid 
helpsȱcoverȱfoodǰȱclothingǰȱrentǰȱdoctorsȂȱbillsȱandȱ
medicine, and school supplies. 

Campaign for 
Uyghurs 

U.S. The Campaign for Uyghurs (CFU) was established in 2017 
in the U.S. CFU helped support the start-up of Hope 
House in Istanbul in 2021. Overall programming includes 
equipping Uyghur communities around the world to raise 
international awareness of the human rights abuses in the 
Uyghur region.  

https://www.anacare.org/
https://www.anacare.org/
https://mavihilal.org/
https://mavihilal.org/
https://mavihilal.org/
https://campaignforuyghurs.org/
https://campaignforuyghurs.org/
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East Turkistan 
Education and 
Solidarity 
Association 
(Maarip) 

Turkey The East Turkistan Education and Solidarity Association, 
knownȱbyȱitsȱUyghurȱnameȱMaaripȱǻȃeducationȄǼȱwasȱ
established in 2006 by Uyghur community members in 
Turkey. It is focused on educating Uyghurs and meeting 
theirȱȃreligiousǰȱsocialǰȱculturalǰȱspiritualǰȱandȱearthlyȱ
needsǯȄȱMaaripȱprovidesȱscholarshipsȱandȱrunsȱseveralȱ
elementary schools as well as other activities to support 
education.  

International Legal 
Initiative  

Kazakhstan The International Legal Initiative (ILI) has sought to raise 
funds for Kazakhs who have left the Uyghur region and 
need medical attention. ILI also advocates for Kazakhs in 
the camps through the government of Kazakhstan.130 

Nuzgum Family 
and Cultural 
Association 

Turkey The Nuzgum Family and Cultural Association provides 
Uyghur cultural and language classes and cultural 
programming for the Uyghur community in Istanbul.131  

Shukr Foundation Australia Shukr Foundation is a charity organization empowering 
people to enhance their livelihoods, end hunger and 
overcomeȱhardshipǯȱShukrȱFoundationȂsȱȃUyghurȱRefugeeȱ
AppealȄȱhelpsȱtheȱmostȱdestituteȱandȱneedy Uyghur 
refugees in Turkey with food, shelter, medical aid, and 
education. With a particular focus on women and children, 
the project provides immediate and long-lasting relief to 
thousands of widows and orphans in dire need.  

The Tarim Network U.K., U.S., 
and 
Australia 
(global) 

The Tarim Network was established in 2018 and focuses 
primarily on connecting Uyghurs and promoting a deeper 
understanding and appreciation of Uyghur identity and 
cultureǯȱOnȱtheȱorganizationȂsȱwebsiteȱandȱonȱsocialȱ
media, the Tarim Network offers readings and classes on 
the Uyghur language and history. The Tarim Network is 
developing a standardized curriculum for the Uyghur 
language and publishing an anthology of writing by 

 
130 ȃKazakhstanǱȱAfterȱXinjiangǰȱtheȱLongȱRoadȱtoȱRecoveryǰȄȱEurasianet, September 11, 2019, https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-after-
xinjiang-the-long-road-to-recovery. 
131 ȃUyghursȱinȱTurkeyȱFearfulȱofȱChinaȂsȱInfluenceǰȄȱUnderrepresentedȱNationsȱandȱPeoplesȱOrganizationǰȱMayȱ2Śǰȱ2020ǰȱ
https://unpo.org/article/21906. 

https://maarip.org/english/
https://maarip.org/english/
https://maarip.org/english/
https://maarip.org/english/
https://www.shukrfoundation.org.au/
https://www.thetarimnetwork.com/
https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-after-xinjiang-the-long-road-to-recovery
https://eurasianet.org/kazakhstan-after-xinjiang-the-long-road-to-recovery
https://unpo.org/article/21906
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Uyghur youth. In 2022, the network organized musical 
events and book talks, and co-organized a bazaar for 
Uyghur arts and crafts in Falls Church, Virginia. 

Uyghur American 
Association 

U.S. Established in 1998, the Uyghur American Association 
(UAA) promotes and preserves Uyghur culture and 
supports the rights of Uyghur people to use peaceful, 
democratic means to determine their political future. 
Based in the Washington, DC, metropolitan area, UAA 
serves as the primary hub for the Uyghur diaspora 
community in the United States. UAA programs train and 
support community advocacy for action on the Uyghur 
crisis, provide the Uyghur American community with 
unique educational programming that preserves Uyghur 
language, music, culture, and history, and empowers 
Uyghur youth to become leaders in their community. 

Uyghur Human 
Rights Project 

U.S. The Uyghur Human Rights Project (UHRP) provides 
assistance and humanitarian relief for camp survivors and 
their families, in addition to its primary program of 
human rights documentation and advocacy. UHRP 
conducts research and advocacy on the human rights of 
Uyghurs both in the Uyghur homeland and throughout 
the diaspora, in partnership with both local and 
international organizations. 

Uyghur Refugee 
Relief Fund  

Canada The Uyghur Refugee Relief Fund (URRF) is a non-profit 
organization registered in Ontario, Canada, in March 2019. 
URRF works with various government organizations, 
NGOs, and communities worldwide to offer resettlement 
services for Uyghur refugees who have fled the Chinese 
governmentȂsȱongoingȱpersecutionȱandȱareȱinȱdireȱneedǯȱ
URRF also assists displaced Uyghurs living in third 
countries by providing food and other basic humanitarian 
supplies. 

http://uyghuramerican.org/
http://uyghuramerican.org/
https://uhrp.org/
https://uhrp.org/
http://www.urrf.ca/
http://www.urrf.ca/
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The Uyghur Science 
and Enlightenment 
Foundation 
(Uyghur School) 

Turkey The Uyghur Science and Enlightenment Foundation was 
established in 2015 to help educate students about Uyghur 
culture and identity.132  

Uyghur Wellness 
Initiative  

U.S. The Uyghur Wellness Initiative (UWI) was launched in 
May 2020 to meet the needs of Uyghurs suffering from the 
grief and trauma of being separated from their families 
and communities through offering public events and pro 
bono counseling referrals. The UWI disseminates 
educational materials for Uyghurs, and its website features 
information about the emotional and health-related impact 
of the genocide on Uyghur diaspora communities. The 
initiative is led by a consortium formed by Peace Catalyst 
International, UHRP, UAA, and CFU. 

Appendix 2 - Incidents of Transnational Repression in Case Study 
Countries 

As of November 2021, we verified 198 incidents of transnational repression in the U.S., Turkey, 
Kazakhstan, and Kyrgyzstan, with an upper estimate of 824 since 1997. This upper estimate is based 
on findings that include bulk cases with limited details of particular individuals or where 
individuals were reported with pseudonyms or anonymously. These figures rely on reported data, 
representing just the tip of the iceberg in terms of the number of renditions likely occurring 
according to anonymous interviews conducted by human rights organizations active in these 
countries.133  
 

Country Lower Estimate (fully verified) Upper Estimate (unverified) 

Kazakhstan 28 200 

Kyrgyzstan 66 69 

 
132 JaclynnȱAshlyǰȱȃTheȱTurkishȱSchoolȱPreservingȱCultureȱofȱYoungȱUighursȱinȱExileǰȄȱAl Jazeera, August 2, 2022, accessed August 31, 2022, 
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2022/8/2/the-turkish-school-preserves-culture-of-young-uighurs-in-exile. 
133 BradleyȱJardineǰȱEdwardȱLemonǰȱandȱNatalieȱHallǰȱȃNoȱSpaceȱLeftȱtoȱRunǱȱChinaȂsȱTransnationalȱRepressionȱofȱUyghursǰȄȱUHRPǰȱJune 24, 
2021, https://uhrp.org/report/no-space-left-to-run-chinas-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/ǲȱNatalieȱHallȱandȱBradleyȱJardineǰȱȃȁYourȱ
FamilyȱWillȱSufferȂǱȱHowȱChinaȱIsȱHackingǰȱSurveillingǰȱandȱIntimidatingȱUyghursȱinȱLiberalȱDemocraciesǰȄȱUHRPǰȱNovemberȱ10ǰȱ2021, 
https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/. 

https://www.uyghurwellnessinitiative.com/
https://www.uyghurwellnessinitiative.com/
https://www.aljazeera.com/features/2022/8/2/the-turkish-school-preserves-culture-of-young-uighurs-in-exile
https://uhrp.org/report/no-space-left-to-run-chinas-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/
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Turkey 56 474 

United States 48 81 

Appendix 3 - Uyghur Human Rights Project Documentation of Related 
Issues 

See uhrp.org/transnational-repression/ and specific reports below. 
 

Beyond Silence: Collaboration Between Arab States and China in the Transnational 
Repression of the Uyghurs, March 2022  

The Disappearance of Uyghur Intellectual and Cultural Elites: A New Form of Eliticide, 
December 2021 

³YRXU Famil\ Will SXffeU´: HRZ China iV Hacking, SXUYeilling, and InWimidaWing U\ghXUV in 
Western Democracies, November 2021 

Under the Gavel: Evidence of Uyghur-owned Property Seized and Sold Online, September 
2021 

³The\ SenW HeU WR a CRncenWUaWiRn CamS BecaXVe She Came WR TXUke\´, September 2021 

³NeWV CaVW fURm Whe EaUWh WR Whe Sk\´: China¶V HXnW fRU PakiVWan¶V U\ghXUV, August 2021 

NR SSace LefW WR RXn: China¶V TUanVnaWiRnal ReSUeVViRn Rf Whe U\ghXUV, June 2021 

³The GRYeUnmenW NeYeU OSSUeVVeV UV´: China¶V SURRf-of-life videos as intimidation and a 
violation of Uyghur family unity, February 2021 

³ReWXUn OXU RelaWiYeV¶ PaVVSRUWV´: U\ghXUV¶ CallV fRU Family Reunification, August 2020 

Weaponized Passports: The Crisis of Uyghur Statelessness, April 2020  

Repression Across Borders: The CCP's Illegal Harassment and Coercion of Uyghur 
Americans, August 2019 

³Another Form of Control´: Complications in obtaining documents from China impacts 
immigration processes and livelihoods for Uyghurs in the United States, July 2018 

The Fifth Poison: The Harassment of Uyghurs Overseas, November 2017 

 

https://uhrp.org/transnational-repression/
https://uhrp.org/report/beyond-silence-collaboration-between-arab-states-and-china-in-the-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/beyond-silence-collaboration-between-arab-states-and-china-in-the-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/the-disappearance-of-uyghur-intellectual-and-cultural-elites-a-new-form-of-eliticide/
https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/
https://uhrp.org/report/your-family-will-suffer-how-china-is-hacking-surveilling-and-intimidating-uyghurs-in-liberal-democracies/
https://uhrp.org/report/under-the-gavel-evidence-of-uyghur-owned-property-seized-and-sold-online/
https://uhrp.org/report/they-sent-her-to-a-concentration-camp-because-she-came-to-turkey-the-persecution-of-uyghurs-based-on-their-turkic-and-muslim-identity/
https://uhrp.org/report/they-sent-her-to-a-concentration-camp-because-she-came-to-turkey-the-persecution-of-uyghurs-based-on-their-turkic-and-muslim-identity/
https://uhrp.org/report/nets-cast-from-the-earth-to-the-sky-chinas-hunt-for-pakistans-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/nets-cast-from-the-earth-to-the-sky-chinas-hunt-for-pakistans-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/no-space-left-to-run-chinas-transnational-repression-of-uyghurs/
https://uhrp.org/report/the-government-never-oppresses-us-chinas-proof-of-life-videos-as-intimidation-and-a-violation-of-uyghur-family-unity/
https://uhrp.org/report/the-government-never-oppresses-us-chinas-proof-of-life-videos-as-intimidation-and-a-violation-of-uyghur-family-unity/
https://uhrp.org/report/uhrp-briefing-uyghurs-china-return-our-relatives-passports-html/
https://uhrp.org/statement/weaponized-passports-the-crisis-of-uyghur-statelessness/
https://uhrp.org/report/new-uyghur-human-rights-project-uhrp-report-details-how-chinese-government-engaged/
https://uhrp.org/report/new-uyghur-human-rights-project-uhrp-report-details-how-chinese-government-engaged/
https://uhrp.org/statement/uhrp-briefing-another-form-of-control-complications-in-obtaining-documents-from-china-impacts-immigration-processes-and-livelihoods-for-uyghurs-in-the-united-states/
https://uhrp.org/statement/uhrp-briefing-another-form-of-control-complications-in-obtaining-documents-from-china-impacts-immigration-processes-and-livelihoods-for-uyghurs-in-the-united-states/
https://uhrp.org/report/fifth-poison-harassment-uyghurs-overseas-html/
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